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57 Community Household Surveys were returned representing the views
of approximately 120 residents
15 Stakeholder interviews took place with local people, groups, businesses
and support organisations
60 people attended the Community Futures Open Event

Introduction
Coalfields Community Futures
The Coalfields Community Futures Programme is an approach to local community planning and
sustainable community development that aims to encourage active citizenship and build local democracy.
It enables communities to devise a community action plan which makes a case for the things that the
community thinks are important and wishes to make happen.
The process builds on existing processes of community action research to identify local needs and
priorities, using residents as co-researchers. We work with local residents and groups to develop a
common sense of purpose and assist them to produce a deliverable community action plan.
To support the action planning process the community receive a Participatory Budget which is available to
local constituted community or voluntary groups.
This budget enables the community to fund small projects that are identified by the community through
the results of the household surveys, stakeholder interviews and the Community Open Event.

Blairhall Community Action Plan
The Action Plan summarises community views and information about:
 Our community now
 Our shared Vision for Blairhall
 Priority themes and actions
The Steering Group brought together representatives from Blairhall Community Council, 1st Blairhall
Guides, Blether Together, 1st Blairhall Rainbows, Blairhall Primary School Parent Council, Blairhall
Management Committee, Fife Council CLD and Blairhall Children’s Amenities.
Thank you to everyone who took part in helping Blairhall plan for a brighter future!

Our Community Now
Background

Population

This Profile has been produced to give an insight into
the Blairhall area. It is part of a wider Community
Futures process being delivered by the Coalfields
Regeneration Trust across Scotland’s coalfield
communities to assist them to reflect on what is good,
what could be improved and how to go forward.

The population of Blairhall is 980 with a working
population of 605 or 62%. Figures for Scotland as a
whole are slightly higher at 65.1%

Location and history:
Blairhall is a quiet village, nestling south of the A907,
several miles west of Dunfermline.
It was once a thriving mining community, with the local
colliery situated to the south of the village, and Comrie
Colliery about two miles to the north.
The Coltness Company acquired the lease of minerals in
Blairhall in 1883 and, for the next 25 years, worked the
ironstone and upper coal seams.
In 1906 work began on sinking two deep shafts named after the son and daughter of the Earl of Elgin,
the Lord Bruce and the Lady Veronica - to work the
lower measures.
To meet the requirements of the new pit, the company
had to transfer men from Lanarkshire but, before then,
housing had to be provided for them, so Blairhall village
began it’s life as 2 rows of houses.

Source: Census 2011
Stakeholder interviews tell us that the village has
expanded and developed and although the village is
not as tight knit as it used to be, people still pull
together in a time of need.

Housing
Housing types include Detached (85), Semi-detached
(99), Terraced (91) and purpose built flats(140). Home
owner occupier statistics 64.5% which is slightly up on
Scotland as a whole at 62%
Local Authority rented 16.4% which is higher than
Scotland as a whole at 13.2%
Blairhall housing has changed from Coal Board owned
properties and council properties to privately owned
housing alongside council and privately built.
Source: Census 2011

Blairhall School- Blairhall Secondary School opened in
1924 but, because of a lack of suitably-aged children,
became a primary school in 1945.
In recent times, pupils were involved in the design of
the mosaics round the memorial garden at the top of
the village which records over 100 years of mining in
the neighbourhood.
Just over a mile south of the village (on the road to
Culross) is the 17th century Blairhall House, birthplace
of Sir William Bruce, Surveyor General to King Charles II.
Source: westfifevillages.co.uk
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Our Community Now
Health
20% of all residents have a limiting long term illness
which is on par with Scotland as a whole at 19.6%
Source:Census 2011
Blairhall does not have a doctors surgery or a chemist
but receives visiting carers.
The nearest surgery is in Oakley as is the nearest
chemist. With regard to hospitals, Dunfermline Hospital
caters for minor ailments and Kirkcaldy is the nearest for
Accident and Emergency. Forth Valley Royal Hospital is
also attended by Blairhall residents although there is no
public transport link.

Employment and the Economy
70% of residents are economically active with more
than half of that figure in full time employment at 43%
These figures almost match Scotland as a whole which
show 69% of people being economically active with
39.6% being in full time employment.
Source: Census 2011
From once having a Coop, butcher, chip shop, two local
shops, post office and a clinic, Blairhall now has one

shop which also acts as a post office. There is a pub
with an active social programme as well as Peppermill
Bothy, a thriving local café.

Education and Training
Blairhall has one primary school with 4 composite
classes. There are two toddler sessions in the
Community Centre and a nursery in the school which is
open to all 3 year olds as well as a Breakfast Club at the
Primary School that runs from 8.30am - 9am. Some
pupils attend Holy Name Primary in Oakley.
The school has had an active Parents Council since
2011, supporting and raising funds for the school.
Secondary school pupils attend either Queen Anne or St
Columba’s in Dunfermline. Within the local area there
are opportunities for training through West Fife
Enterprises in Valleyfield.
Figures show that people with no qualifications in
Blairhall is 30.5% which is higher than Scotland as a
whole at 26.8%.
Source: Census 2011

Social and Community
From the community survey it is evident that
community spirit in Blairhall is alive and well at
almost 57%.
There are a number of local groups running including
Toddlers, Dance Club, OAP sessions, Bingo, Youth Clubs,
Rainbows, Football Teams including an under 10’s and
an over 25’s. There is an annual gala which is well
supported by the community. Blairhall Gospel Hall
meets on a Wednesday night and a Sunday morning.

Environment
Blairhall is well located for access to nature with a
number of mature trees leading to a large park which
includes a MUGA as well as a variety of climbing frames,
swings, chutes and a zip wire.

BLAIRHALL COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2017 – 2022

5

Our Community Now
Blairhall Nursery as well as P1-P3 have been utilising the
woods at the top of the village to encourage outdoor
learning.
The main facility for recreation currently is the West Fife
Cycleway which runs east to west on the route of the
former minerals railway. This route runs from
Dunfermline to Clackmannan and consists of a tarred
track open to cyclists, horse riders and pedestrians.
Local access to this route exists just south of Blairhall
village by the railway bridge.
West Fife Woodlands is a local group that is actively
creating new paths with a vision of linking up the West
Fife Villages.

Transport
Buses run into Dunfermline Monday to Saturday every
30 minutes until 6pm, then hourly thereafter. Sunday
service is hourly from 10am.

and safety issues. There are also major parking
problems throughout the village.
Drainage is an issue with regard to the football pitch
and should be addressed as a priority as currently this
means all games are away games.
There is a feeling that the village is becoming too big
and there is a danger of it having an adverse effect on
the village, putting pressure on local services as well as
the possible impact on village identity.
Vandalism is something that has been highlighted as an
issue and some suitable measures have been put in
place to help address this, it is recognised however, that
there is a need to keep a watchful eye on the situation.
Local people having access to local social housing is
another issue raised in the stakeholder interviews with
an example given of people waiting 20 years with no
luck.

There is one bus that goes to Falkirk four times daily
Monday to Saturday.
Single tickets are considered expensive with weekly
tickets working out cheaper.
The closest train stations are Dunfermline and Alloa.
75% of residents have at least one car with almost 25%
having no car.
Source: Census 2011.

Community Action Plan: Considerations
The high rental cost of the school hall means that it is
not being used to its full potential. The revitalisation of
the playground is something that should be addressed
in order to allow pupils the opportunity to engage with
the environment during break time which would have a
positive impact within the classroom and in the
community.
Parking is a huge problem at the school causing traffic
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A shared vision for
our community
Blairhall is well located with good links to other places, we have an attractive, busy
and safe community that welcomes visitors.
Offering good walks in a fantastic landscape with a rich cultural heritage.
A friendly place, where annual events are well supported and enjoyed by all age
groups.
A community that cares about each other and its environment.
A community that works together to help give activities and opportunities to our
children and youth.
A community that is thriving, with everyone feeling valued and having the
opportunity to share their knowledge and skills.
A happy, co-ordinated village, where safety and happiness are felt throughout.
Villagers take pride in our wee village.
Everyone works together to make Blairhall a better place to live and we help every
group that is trying their best.
A place with accessible paths and tracks, encouraging people to enjoy being
outdoors and to get active.
We continue to build on our strong volunteer base that cares for and respects its
community members.
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From our community survey:

BLAIRHALL Likes
path network
9.5%

quiet and
peaceful
17%

amenities
19%
bus service
11.5%

location
7.5%

community events
7.5%

good school
5.5%

c

environment
23%
community spirt
61.5%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
Great location. Good views, good links across the River Forth. Seems for the most part to be
well looked after.
The location of the village and the friendliness of the people.

d

I appreciate the energy and effort that go in to the gala and other community events and
that people decorate their houses for the Gala, Halloween and Christmas.
The effort people make to keep their gardens looking nice and colourful.

Everyone looks after each other. If it's good or bad news you know they are always there for
you.
Centrally and conveniently located near towns and countryside
Kids new play park is great for my little one
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From our community survey:

BLAIRHALL DISLikes
utilities
2%
traffic and
parking
8%

c

village
appearance
13.5%

built
environment
4%

anti social
behaviour
19%

public transport
9.5%

dog fouling
15.5%

lack of community
cohesion
11.5%
lack of youth
activities
19%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
Only one shop.

No gas/electric top up available in village.

lack of
amenities
29%

lack of
activities
6%

d

The litter problem in the kids play park and the broken glass lying on the paths can be dangerous
whilst walking my dog, especially at night.
The lighting down the park is non existent.
Dog mess!!

The wasted land around the village
No Stirling Bus anymore, which is greatly missed
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THEME 1: Public Services
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with
public agencies and other supporters.
Good quality public services rank high on the priority list for the people of Blairhall. Issues highlighted included
community safety and improvements to the primary school. Partnership working and pulling together people and
resources are an essential part of moving forward with each of these priorities.

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Improve our school

 Continue to develop positive working relationships between Fife
Council, school staff, the Parent Council and local parents to make the
best use of available resources and work to access additional external
funding.

A safer community

 Continue to work with Police Scotland to look at increasing
community policing.

Better recycling facilities

 Work with Fife Council and other partners to provide adequate
recycling facilities in Blairhall.

Potential partners

Fife Community Planning Partnership, Blairhall Community Council,
Fife Council, Police Scotland, local community, Community Futures
Action Group, Community Education providers, Primary School,
Primary School Parent Council, Local Community Groups.
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THEME 2: Community Facilities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with
public agencies and other supporters
This theme focuses on how best to support the people of Blairhall including their physical, mental and spiritual
wellbeing. It's important that people are able to express themselves creatively, have opportunities to meet and
socialise, space for physical play including sport and where people of all ages can come together for celebration
and sharing. For this we need the necessary facilities to support and encourage the health and wellbeing of our
community.

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Upgrade changing rooms and
football pitch

 Continue to work with Fife Council and other partners to take this
forward.

Improve the community centre
facilities

 Work to deliver on the community engagement exercise which
identifies the needs of the community.
 Contintue to work with Fife Council on improvements to the
community centre.

On Line access for all – accessible
broadband and computer facilities
at the community centre

 This is a new service that has has been funded through the CRT
Participatory Budget.

Potential partners

Fife Council, Blairhall Community Council, Community Centre
Management Committee, Local Community Groups,
Community Futures Action Group.

 Work with Centre Management Committee to look at how to make
this new service sustainable over the long term.
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THEME 3: Roads and Transport
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with
public agencies and other supporters.
We need to work closely with the Fife Community Planning Partnership to help alleviate the issues relating to poor
road conditions and traffic travelling too fast through the village. We need a bus service to Alloa and Stirling.
West Fife villages have a community minibus facility which we need to promote locally.

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Improve Parking

 Carry out a mapping exercise to identify additional parking areas.
 Work with Fife Council on this.

Traffic Calming

 Carry out a mapping exercise to find out where traffic calming is
required.
 Work with Fife Council to look at solutions to this major issue.

A Community Minibus

 Promote the existing community West Fife village facility.
 Information on this facility is available from the Blairhall Community
Centre.

Potential partners
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Fife Community Planning Partnership, Fife Council, Blairhall Community
Council, Local Community Groups, Community Futures Action Group,
local community.
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THEME 4: Community Activities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with
public agencies and other supporters
Building social capital is a key aspect of creating strong, resilient communities. Having regular opportunities for
communities to meet and share in social and learning activities as well as engage in conversation, this is the glue
that binds communities together. This theme has emerged from the community survey and it is essential that the
community can work with other stakeholders, support organisations and agencies to realise these outcomes over
the term of the action plan.

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

More activities for young people,
11-16 years

 Identify what young people would like to do through local community
engagement and work with voluntary groups and Fife Council
Community Learning and Development Team to create activities to
meet the needs of young people.

More activities for children,
0-10 years

 Identify what children would like to do through local community
engagement and work with voluntary groups and Fife Council
Community Learning and Development Team to create activities to
meet the needs of children.

More activities for families

 Identify what families would like to do through local community
engagement and work with voluntary groups and Fife Council
Community Learning and Development Team to create activities to
meet the needs of families.

More activities for senior citizens

 Identify what senior citizens would like to do through local community
engagement and work with voluntary groups and Fife Council
Community Learning and Development Team to create activities to
meet their needs.

Create a community newsletter

 Set up an Action Sub Group to be responsible for developing a
community newsletter.
 Identify funding for this.

A garden competition

 Work with Fife Council to link up with other similar initiatives.

Potential partners

Fife Council Community Learning and Development Team, Fife Council,
Community Centre Management Committee, Blairhall Community
Council, Local Community Groups, local community.
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THEME 5: Local Environment
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with
public agencies and other supporters
Access to good quality green space and path networks are important for the health and well being of the village.
Healthy living through access to fresh affordable food and opportunities to grow your own fruit and vegetables is
important. The village has disused areas that are unsitely, this is something that should be addressed in order to
improve the overall look of the village.

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

An outdoor gym

 Carry out a mapping exercise to identify best location for this facility.

Clean up our village!

 Work with Fife Council to make sure there is an effective response time
to litter and fly tipping.
 Continue to support the Community Council with their annual clean up.

Deal with the dog fouling

 Continue to work together with other agencies to address the issue of
dog fouling.
 Learn from other communities who have tackled this issue using
creative approaches.

Make more use of disused areas

 Carry out a mapping exercise of local area to identify disused areas and
work with Fife Council and other partners to look at ways of making
best use of the sites identified.

A community garden

 Carry out further community engagement to identify the level of
community commitment for a community garden.
 Work with Fife Council and make links with other similar local initiatives.

Floral enhancements

 Work with Fife Council to help develop green initiatives.

Potential partners

Blairhall Community Council, Local Community, Fife Council,
Community Futures Action Group, Local Community Groups.
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Early actions funded through Participatory Budget
APPLICANT

NAME OF PROJECT

Blairhall Management Committee

New Laptop

Blairhall Community Council

Blairhall Baby and Toddler Group

Blairhall Community Council

Defibrillator

Blairhall Primary School Parent Council

Community Tennis Programme

Blairhall Community Council

Sessional costs and equipment (Blether Together)

LT Fundraising Committee

New Equipment

Blairhall Children’s Amenities Fund

Santas Grotto

1st Blairhall Guides

Camping Adventures

West Division Senior Section Girlguiding Fife

New Equipment

1st Blairhall Rainbows

Sport Equipment

Blairhall Community Council

Upgrade Miners Memorial

Blairhall Community Council

Youth Project

Blairhall Community Council

Blairhall annual fun days

Blairhall Amateur Football Club

New Equipment

MAKING THE LINKS TO THE FIFE COMMUNITY PLAN
Fife’s Community Plan 2011-2020 sets out three high level outcomes, each with a number of long term outcomes
towards which the partnership groups will work alongside other key groups. Fife Community Planning Partners have
signed up to these shared outcomes. Lead partnership groups will work together with the people and communities
of Fife to deliver these objectives, with each partner providing a unique and valued contribution. The community of
Blairhall has identified its local priorities as set out in this community action plan and can be used to help
encourage partnership working to improve the quality of life for the people of Blairhall.

Fife Community
Plan High Level Outcomes

Blairhall Community
Action Plan Themes

1. Reducing Inequalities

1. Services

2. Increasing Employment

2. Roads and Transport

3. Tackling Climate Change

3. Community Facilities
4. Community Activities
5. Local Environment
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Making it Happen
This Community Action Plan sets out the priorities for the development of Blairhall over the next 5
years as identified by the community through an extensive process of community engagement
carried out over a period of 6 months, June to November 2016.
The Plan contains
 A summary of the Blairhall Community Profile
 Our main Likes and Dislikes expressed in the community survey
 Our Vision Statement for Blairhall
 The main themes and priorities for taking action
 The Partcipatory Budget projects that are helping kick start the Action Plan
 Making the links between our Blairhall Community Action Plan outcomes and the Fife outcomes
of the Fife Community Plan.
 Information on how to get involved or just be kept informed.
The Community Action Plan is not just for the few but for everyone, we hope you will read it,
consider its content and help toward making it work by taking action where you are, in whatever
way you can. If everyone did something positive for their community every day, then what a
difference that would make!
Many thanks go to all those who took their time to share their views, to the volunteers and
participants who made the Community Open Day event a great success. Thanks go to the members
of the community who contributed the images in this Community Action Plan.
The Participatory Budget from Coalfields Regeneration Trust is £25,000. This is funding which has
been used to help take forward local projects which support the key themes found in the action plan.
To find out more information about the Blairhalll Community Action Plan or to volunteer with any
projects please contact:
Blairhall Community Council
Email: blairhallcc@outlook.com • Tel: 01383 602342
Design and Print : Armstrong Printing (Alloa) Ltd.
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