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85 Community Household Surveys were returned representing the views of
approximately 200 residents
91 people attended the Community Futures Open Event

Introduction
Coalfields Community Futures
The Coalfields Community Futures Programme is an approach to local community planning and
sustainable community development that aims to encourage active citizenship and build local democracy.
It enables communities to devise a community action plan which makes a case for the things that the
community thinks are important and wishes to make happen.
The process builds on existing processes of community action research to identify local needs and
priorities, using residents as co-researchers. We work with local residents and groups to develop a
common sense of purpose and assist them to produce a deliverable community action plan.
To support the action planning process the community receive a Participatory Budget which is available to
local constituted community or voluntary groups.
This budget enables the community to fund small projects that are identified by the community through
the results of the household surveys, stakeholder interviews and the Community Open Event.

Croy Community Action Plan
The Action Plan summarises community views and information about:
 Our community now
 Our shared Vision for Croy
 Priority themes and actions
The Steering Group brought together representatives from Croy Community Council, Croy Bowling Club
and Croy Regeneration Group, Cllr Alan Stevenson, Deputy Provost Jean Jones, Cllr Heather McVey
Thank you to everyone who took part in helping Croy plan for a bright future!
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Croy
The present village dates from the 1930's and has grown in stages since then. It was created originally to
re-house several local communities of miners' families living in inadequate circumstances in the miners'
rows of Croy, Smithston, Auchinstarry, Drumglass and Craiglinn.
Whether by chance or by design of Wm Baird & Co., the 19th century mine-owners and builders of the
rows, the village population deriving from these earlier mining communities is almost entirely of Irish
extraction and Roman Catholic in religion.
Of interest in Constarry Road, is the well preserved and renovated red brick row known locally as the
Coronation Row. The coronation referred to was that of King Edward VII who succeeded Queen Victoria in
the early 1900's. This row was built by the local quarry owner for his manager, foreman, blacksmith and
other associated tradesmen. Croy Historical Society hold a selection of the last blacksmith / farrier's tools.
Of interest, the road name "Constarry" road is made up from "Con" as in Condorrat and "starry" from
Auchinstarry, i.e. the road between these two villages.

Early Croy
The name Croy is derived from the Gaelic "Cruaidh" meaning a hard or rocky place or hillside.
Pronunciation would be as CROWEY as compared to the Anglicised version of CROY (as in TROY of the
ancient Greeks).
Villagers pronounce the name as per the Gaelic version of Crowey when speaking among themselves, but
will automatically use the Anglicised version in other company. Roy's Military Survey Map of 1747 - 55
shows it as CRAIGIE, another old word for 'rocky'.
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The earliest signs of human settlement in the area date from the first millenium BC. Archaeological
excavations at the site of the Roman fort on the Antonine Wall on Croy Hill in 1975 uncovered traces of a
late Iron Age or early Bronze Age palisade, which had doubtlessly protected a primitive community.
The same excavations provided ample evidence of a considerably later community dating from around
140 AD, that of the garrison of Roman auxiliary soldiers and their accompanying civilian community. The
excavations revealed indications of farming, pottery making, charcoal-burning ovens and of cremation
rituals.
To this day there is an easily discernible stretch of the vallum or ditch running on a west-east axis from Bar
Hill near Twechar, across Croy Hill (skirting the northern extremities of Croy village) and on to Castlecary.
On a low hill, just west of the fortlet on Croy Hill, was discovered in earlier times, a Roman altar with
carved Roman stones. For a time these remained built into the walls of an old farmhouse at Nethercroy,
later in the grounds of the mansionhouse. They have long since been removed to the safety of the
National Museum in Edinburgh.
As far as is known, Christianity did not arrive in the Croy district until the spread of the evangelising
influence of early saints like St Ninian (4th century), St Blane (5th century), St Mungo, St Columba and St
Machan (6th century AD).
St Machan, being a local saint, is of intrinsic interest. According to tradition he was Scottish, educated in
Ireland and was created a bishop while on a visit to Rome. His influence appears to have reached well
beyond Campsie, to Lanarkshire, Perthshire and West Lothian. It is thought that he was buried under the
altar of his ancient and long-ruined church in Campsie Glen.
In 1458, about nine hundred years after his death, he was still well enough remembered for Patrick Leche,
Chancellor of St Mungo's Cathedral in Glasgow to erect an altar dedicated to him. It is situated on the
north side of the nave, at the third pillar from the roodscreen. The Croy area would surely have known St
Machan when his name was carried to places much further away.
The Croy locality is known to have belonged to the deanery of Lennox in ancient times. Father John
Charleson (missionary rector of Holy Cross, Croy 1907-29 and an enthusiastic antiquarian) held the view
that the proprietorship of 'the lands of Croy' could be traced back to a grandson of Alwyn, 2nd Earl of
Lennox in the 13th century. What is more historically certain is that the powerful Comyn family held
stewardship over this eastern part of the former Dunbartonshire until the death of Comyn at the hands of
Robert Bruce in Dumfries High Church. Bruce granted the Comyn barony of Kirkintilloch (which included
Cumbernauld and surrounding territory) to his accomplice, Sir Malcolm Fleming. The Flemings remained in
possession of Cumbernauld Castle and later, of Cumbernauld House until 1875. There is a record of a
Fleming living in Croy in the 17th century.
Source: http//monklands.co.uk/croy
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Our Community Now
Background

Population

This profile has been produced to give an insight into
the Croy area. It is part of a wider Community Futures
process being delivered by the Coalfields Regeneration
Trust across Scotland’s coalfield communities to assist
them to reflect on what is good, what could be
improved and how to go forward.

The total population of Croy as at the Mid-Year
Estimates (ONS) 2014 was 1,455 with an almost even
gender split. Of this 950 residents were of working age.

Location and history
Nestling between Cumbernauld and Kilsyth, the village
of Croy sits alongside the Antonine Wall World
Heritage Site and the Forth & Clyde Canal.
Croy is a former mining community situated on the
B802 between Kilsyth and Cumbernauld. Croy Hill is one
of the best areas in Lanarkshire to see remnants of the
Antonine Wall.
Auchinstarry Marina has access to the Canal and
Antonine Wall as well as various facilities and activities
including the Boathouse Restaurant, outdoor trax bike
hire and The Port Gallery and Kayak hire.

Housing
There are a variety of housing types in Croy and as at
the 2011 Census, housing included 96 detached, 99
semi-detached, 185 terraced and 238 purpose built
flats.
From the National records of Scotland 2013 we can see
that 76% of housing is in Council Tax band A indicating
that Croy has a high level of affordable housing.
Stakeholder interviews reveal that the much of the
council housing stock is in poor condition due to
condensation problems. North Lanarkshire Council’s
aim is to have all their housing stock reaching the
Quality Housing Standard by 2020.

Health

There is also opportunity to walk or cycle along the
Forth and Clyde Canal as far as Bowling Basin or
Glasgow, Port Dundas.

The number of people in Croy living with a long term life
limiting illness is 20.5% which is slightly higher than
Scotland as a whole at 19.6%

From its early days as a mining community the present
village dates from the 1930's and has grown in stages
since then.

Source: Census 2011

The current village was originally created to
accommodate families of miners from several
surrounding local communities including Smithstone,
Auchinstarry, Drumglass and Craiglinn.
Croy has produced more than a fair share of world
famous sporting and musical talent, from footballers
like Celtic & Scotland's Jimmy Quinn, accordionist Will
Starr, to opera singer Joe McBride. Croy is also famous
for its Silver Band which started in the area around
1875 and is still going strong. Croy also lays claim to
good boxers including world champion Paddy Clinton.

The nearest doctor’s surgery is the Kilsyth Medical
Partnership which has an on line system for booking
appointments and ordering repeat prescriptions.

Employment and the Economy
There are 68.8% of the population of Croy economically
active which is in line with Scotland as a whole at 69%
with 35.4% of people are working in managerial,
professional or associate professional occupations.
Retail, Construction and Health & Social Work are the 3
highest employment sectors in Croy.
Source: Census 2011

Source: Visitlanarkshire.com
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Our Community Now
Education and Training
Holy Cross Primary is a Roman Catholic co-educational
school for girl and boys from four to 12 years of age.
There are 11 classes with two classes at the P1 and P4
stages, and composite classes at P2 and P3, P5 and P6
and P6 and P7. The school is situated in the village of
Croy and was established as a "parish school" in 1903.
The primary school has an active schools co- ordinator.
Kilsyth Academy is a non-denominational six-year
comprehensive co-educational school. It was
established in the small, historic burgh of Kilsyth
towards the end of the 19th century and moved to the
present building in 1952 and provides secondary
education for young people of Croy. There is also St.
Maurice’s High School in Cumbernauld.
As at the 2011 Census 33.2% of people were living in
Croy with no qualifications. This is higher than Scotland
as a whole at 26.8%

Social and Community
The Antonine Community Sports Hub, the result of a
community campaign for such a facility, hosts a number
of sporting activities and clubs. Croy has a Bowling Club
and as a result of the Coalfields Community Futures
programme there is an opportunity to create a junior
football club as well as the development of the Croy
Youth Project and Parent & Child Group. Other plans
include bringing back the annual “Canalfest” at
Auchinstarry. Croy also has a mobile library service.

Environment
Croy Village sits amongst beautiful hills and fantastic
walks. The coal mining landscape from the past is now
overgrown with an abundance of wild flowers. Croy Hills
and Cookie mountain were the playground for many
residents of Croy and are now home to a wealth of
different animals including Scotland's very own
Highland cows.
Croy is a walkers paradise with many different routes
suitable for all abilities. The canal is the ideal landscape
and location for cyclists, runners, walkers and kayakers.

and situated in the North East of Croy. The Shrine was
built around a natural shrine in the mid 70's. It was a
place where miners would pray for their safe return
before going down to the dark and dangerous coal pits.
It has recently been rebuilt by local residents and has
always attracted many tourists. It is not uncommon to
see a bus load of Americans being dropped off in Croy
to admire it's history, scenery and wildlife.

Transport
Croy railway station is linked to Glasgow, Edinburgh and
Stirling. The Cumbernauld to Kilsyth bus passes through
Croy and Auchinstarry.
Stakeholders interviews suggest that public transport is
expensive.

Community Action Plan: Considerations
The poor quality of the council housing stock is
something that needs attention as a matter of priority.
Regarding healthcare, there are issues around having no
local surgery as well as difficulties in accessing a
doctor’s appointment. There is a desire from the
community to set up a community pharmacy to help
alleviate some of these difficulties.
The Croy Quarry has been responsible for poor air
quality as well as shock waves during blasting that
cause major concerns for locals. The planning
agreement for the quarry is due to cease at the end of
the year which should improve the environmental
conditions enormously. When the quarry closes there is
an agreement in place to work with the community to
remediate the land for the benefit of everyone. This
project is known as Croy Village Park.
It is strongly felt that a lot more should be made of the
fact that Croy hosts a World Heritage Centre attraction
in having some of the best examples of the Antonine
Wall, built in Roman times and attracting many visitors
to the area. Appropriate high quality interpretation is
needed to match the high calibre attraction on our
doorstep.

Croy also hosts a shrine, named by locals as the grotto
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From our community survey:

CROY Likes
quiet
6%

good views
4%

local
history
8%

good walks
3% small village
1%
public
transport
15%
environment
15%

community
safety
13%

c

amenities
23%
community spirit
76%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID

d

the close community and the fact that everyone looks out for each other, especially the kids
the sense of community, friendly people, it also has lots of good travel links
its mining history

we have good neighbours, it has got a friendly feel about it, people helping each other out, plenty of
open space across Croy Hill for walks with the dog and the family
beautiful walks and great views
allowing kids to play outside and knowing they are safe
I like the people and the sense of community
it is my home

I like that the community spirit is not broken, Croy still a nice wee village. Croy is, for the size of it full
of talent, look at the famous footballers, boxers, in other villages there would be statues of famous
people. Look what the Clinton family did for Croy boxing and friends. There should be a statue of Pat
Clinton and famous footballers etc
8
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From our community survey:

CROY DISLikes
traffic &
parking
7%

lack of
community
cohesion
4%

built
environment
4%

utilities
2%

lack of youth
activities
20%
public
transport
11%

c

dog fouling
& litter
13%

anti social
behaviour
22%

village
appearance
11%
lack of
amenities
30%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
groups meet in isolation, need to come together
nothing for the children or the people of Croy to do
Dog mess, poor playground facilities
lack of facilities for young people
not enough support for local clubs and amenities
lack of a community centre
traffic is shocking

the dust in the air from the quarry and its blasting
bad for mobile phone signal
parking

d

CROY COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2022

9

CROY: A shared vision for
our community
A caring and respectful village with a community spirit that is alive
and vibrant. We want an open and transparent community which is
listening and inclusive; one that shares new ideas and takes them
forward. A village made up of people who respect each other and
their local environment.
The local environment will be welcoming, safe and enjoyed by all,
offering well mapped out walks and cycle paths. We will continue
to work on reducing dog fouling, fly tipping and littering by
encouraging individual responsibility and action.
A village which has regular public transport, adequate parking and
safe speed levels. A community where people actively look out for
each other and support a wide range of local activities, where
people can come together in buildings that are fit for purpose.
Croy, building a community that is moving forward while
remembering and having pride in our heritage.
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Main Strategies & Priorities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in
partnership with public agencies and other supporters

THEME 1: Community Amenities
Good quality public amenities rank high on the
priority list for the people of Croy. The main issues
that were highlighted in the survey centred around
the need for better play areas and equipment,
improvements in the housing stock as well as a
provision for sheltered housing. Partnership
working and pulling together people and resources
are an essential part of moving forward with all of
these priorities.

THEME 2: Community Facilities
The loss of use, by the community, of the Miner’s
Community Hub has had a significant impact on
the community groups and local people who used
it as a place to meet and socialise. The survey
shows that there is a definite need for an
affordable space for local people to access. The
Bowling Club members are promoting social
membership as one way of increasing access to
community facilities. The Antonine Community
Sports Hub is used by groups mainly around
sports/health based activities. Due to its location
within the village, the Hub site is particularly
limited in respect of car parking spaces at the
facility itself. People are encouraged to use the
Railway Station parking facilities to help avoid
congestion. The only other community hall
available for hire is The Holy Cross Parochial Hall.

Croy has existing organisations that are going
forward with a number of youth initiatives
including Croy Regeneration Group, the Croy
Bowling Club and the Croy Band. The Duke of
Edinburgh Group supported by North Lanarkshire
Council’s Community Learning Team is active
locally and in addition there will soon be a newly
formed youth football team supported by Croy
Regeneration Forum.
The Bowling club is working hard to encourage the
schools to get involved in giving young people an
opportunity to try bowling and at the same time
promoting membership to the wider community to
make the best use of this local resource.
Good communication, partnership working and
building positive relationships are the best way to
open up opportunities for the community.

THEME 4: Environment & Heritage

THEME 3: Community Activities

The attractive natural environment that surrounds
the village is something that many local people
appreciate and enjoy. Croy and the surrounding
area benefits from an extensive path network and
is part of the John Muir Way. There is a desire to
promote this network as well as keep paths well
maintained so they can be enjoyed by local people
and visitors alike. Encouraging wildlife and a
healthy ecosystem is another priority supported by
local residents and primary school. The mining
heritage of the area is something that runs deep in
Croy village and there is a strong desire to mark
this by way of a memorial garden in the heart of
the village.

Community activities are an important part of
village life and quite often it’s about effectively
promoting what is already happening locally.

The built and natural heritage sites in Croy give
ample opportunity to create intergenerational
projects in the village.

A desire for a community growing space also
emerged out of the survey and this could be
another opportunity to bring people together.
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THEME 1: Local Amenities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in
partnership with public agencies and other supporters

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Good quality green space and
improved play facilities

 Build positive partnerships with all stakeholders and involve the community in
the planning and design stages.

Improve our housing, including more
sheltered accommodation

 Much of the housing was built between 1934-38 and there are issues such as
condensation that needs to be addressed.
 Recognise and address the effects of quarry blasting on existing
housing and local residents.

Potential partners

North Lanarkshire Council, Croy Community Council, Croy
Regeneration Group, local community, Barbegs Play Development Group,
Big Lottery.

THEME 2: Community Facilities
PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

A new community centre

 Build positive partnerships with agencies and organisations to take forward a
feasibility study for a new community centre.
 Look at what exists already in the village and work together with others to see
how to best utilise surplus buildings.

Improve the bowling club

 The Community Bowling Club has been able to install new heating in the
clubhouse and continues to seek out funding for further improvements.
 The committee are working to be able to have the club open 12 months of the
year.
 The committee will work with the school to encourage parents and children to
get involved in bowling.
 Explore opportunities to promote bowling locally and build the social
membership.

A community garden

 Work with agencies and support organisations to take forward a feasibility
study for creating a community garden.
 Work together with other partners to take forward plans to create a miners’
memorial garden.
 Look at opportunities for making the most of existing gardens e.g. a garden
club / green team.

Potential partners
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North Lanarkshire Council, Croy Community Council, Croy Regeneration Forum,
local community, Big Lottery, Croy Bowling Club.
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THEME 3: Community Activities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in
partnership with public agencies and other supporters

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

More activities for young people,
families and older people

 Create a calendar of what exists for local people and improve connectivity to
other facilities.
 Explore opportunities for Croy Regeneration Youth Club to be based
in Croy.
 Explore the opportunities for community based transport to help link
people to local activities.

More activities for families

 Promote the existing activities available for all age groups using social media
and making links between local websites.
 Bring back community based and family focused events.
 Make the most of local noticeboards, Parish Bulletin and local shops to
publicise events and activities.

More activities for older people

 Make links with CACE (Cumbernauld Older People Active Lives) and identify
opportunities for older people.
 Promote existing activities locally such as the Luncheon Club and the Women’s
Guild.
 Promote social membership of Bowling Club to encourage outdoor and social
activity for older people.
 Identify a communication’s plan / community calendar to help keep older
people “in the loop” as to what is happening locally.

Activities that bring the community
together

 Look at the opportunities for setting up a community café.
 Set up an events committee to create annual events, eg gala.
 Promote the Bowling Club as a place that welcomes new members of all ages.

Potential partners

North Lanarkshire Council, Croy Community Council, Croy Regeneration
Fourum, local community, Big Lottery, Croy Bowling Club.

Early Actions supported by the CRT
Participatory Budget

Croy Regeneration Forum new projects include:
Croy Youth Football
Croy Parent and Child Activity Group
Youth Activities
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THEME 4: Environment & Heritage
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in
partnership with public agencies and other supporters

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Promote the local path network

 Host a paths information day.
 Identify areas where maintenance is required
 Promote the John Muir Way that goes through Croy
 Protect and enhance the surrounding environment.
 Maintain and develop links with other similar organisations and share
resources.

Support local wildlife.
Encourage bio-diversity
eg wild flowers, bugs, birds and bees

 Plant wild flowers in appropriate areas in and around the village.
 Support the local school with their Eco Flag Initiative.
 Promote existing local areas eg the Boathouse sensory garden and herb garden
 Carry out a community mapping exercise to look at the local natural
environment and how it can best be managed to enhance biodiversity.

Make more of our heritage

 Create a memorial garden, having it at the heart of the community, as a place
to enjoy and reflect.
 Strengthen links with existing heritage societies.
 Create opportunities for intergenerational work.
 Improve interpretation and signage.

Litter and dog fouling

 Work with North Lanarkshire Council to develop a campaign to raise awareness
of the issues around dog fouling as well as people littering and fly tipping.

Potential partners

North Lanarkshire Council, Croy Community Council,
Croy Regeneration Forum, local community, Big Lottery,
Greenspace Scotland, Paths For All, Friends of Kelvin Valley.
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Making the Links to the North Lanarkshire Community Plan
North Lanarkshire Community Plan
“The Single Outcome Agreement is the agreement between the North Lanarkshire Partnership and the
Scottish Government which sets out the priority outcomes for North Lanarkshire, and how the
partnership will work towards achieving them. This agreement also shows how local priorities contribute
to national priorities.Working with our partners and communities, we aim to deliver a number of
outcomes against each of these themes to improve the quality of life for North Lanarkshire's citizens.”
Source: North Lanarkshire Council website

Croy Community Action Plan
Our Croy Community Action Plan is a bottom up approach in support of the North Lanarkshire
Community Plan. This plan represents the views and aspirations of the local people of Croy and can be
used to help encourage partnership working between local groups, public agencies and service providers
and work together to improve the quality of life for the people of Croy.

North Lanarkshire Community Plan
5 Key Themes

Croy Community Action Plan
4 Key Themes

Health and Wellbeing

Community Activities

Lifelong Learning

Community Facilities

Regeneration

Environment and Heritage

Community Safety

Local Amenities

Developing the Partnership

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that
ever has.” Margaret Mead
CROY COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2022
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Making it Happen
This Community Action Plan sets out the priorities for the development of Croy over the next 5 years as identified
by the community through an extensive process of community engagement carried out over a period of 6 months,
June to November 2016.

The Plan contains
 A summary of the Croy Community Profile
 Our main Likes and Dislikes expressed in the community survey
 Our Vision Statement for Croy
 The main Themes and Priorities for taking action
 The Participatory Budget projects that are helping kick start the Community Action Plan
 Making the links between Croy Community Action Plan outcomes and the North Lanarkshire Community Plan

Information on how to get involved or just be kept informed.
The Croy Community Action Plan is not just for the few but for everyone, we hope you will read it, consider its
content and help toward making it work by taking action where you are, in whatever way you can. If everyone did
something positive for their community every day, then what a difference that would make!
Many thanks go to all those who took their time to share their views, to the volunteers and participants who made
the Community Open Day a great success. Thanks go to members of the community who contributed the images
in this Community Action Plan.
The Participatory Budget from Coalfields Regeneration Trust has been used to help take forward local projects
which support the key themes found in this Community Action Plan.
To find out more information or to volunteer with any projects please contact:
Croy Regeneration Forum
Email: croyregeneration@outlook.com • Tel: 07738 429447
Design and Print: Armstrong Printing (Alloa) Ltd.
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust is a Charity registered in England and Wales (No. 1074930), a Charity
registered in Scotland (No. SCO39277) and a Company Limited by Guarantee registered in England and
Wales (No.3738566). The Registered Address is 1 Waterside Park, Valley Way, Wombwell, Barnsley,
South Yorkshire, S73 0BB.

