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Introduction
Coalfields Community Futures
The Coalfields Community Futures Programme is an approach to local community planning and sustainable
community development that aims to encourage active citizenship and build local democracy. It enables
communities to devise a community action plan which makes a case for the things that the community thinks are
important and wishes to make happen.
The process builds on existing processes of community action research to identify local needs and priorities, using
residents as co-researchers. We work with local residents and groups to develop a common sense of purpose and
assist them to produce a deliverable community action plan.
To support the action planning process the community receive a Participatory Budget which is available to local
constituted community or voluntary groups.
This budget enables the community to fund small projects that are identified by the community through the results
of the household surveys, stakeholder interviews and the Community Open Event.

Hill of Beath Community Action Plan
The Action Plan summarises community views and information about:
Our community now
Our shared Vision for Hill of Beath
Priority themes and actions

Hill of Beath Community Futures Steering Group
The Steering Group brought together representatives from Hill of Beath Community Council, Hill of Beath
Community Group, Hill of Beath Primary School, Hill of Beath Hawthorn Football Club, Hill of Beath Ex Service Men’s
Club and members of the community.

Thank you to everyone who took part in helping Hill of Beath plan for a bright future.

Our Community Now
Background

Health

This Profile has been produced to give an insight into
Hill of Beath. It is part of a wider Community Futures
process being delivered by the Coalfields Regeneration
Trust across Scotland’s coalfield communities to assist
them reflect on what is good, what could be improved
and how.

There are no Health Care facilities in the village and
residents have to travel to Cowdenbeath for doctor,
dentist and chemist.

Location
Hill of Beath is a hill and a village in Central Fife located
5 miles from Dunfermline and joined to Cowdenbeath.

Nearest hospital is Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy and
Queen Margaret, Dunfermline (outpatients only).

Employment and the Economy
67% of the population of Hill of Beath are economically
active, just slightly below the Scotland with 37%
inactive.

The village at this location was built and owned by the
Fife Coal Company, which rented the cottages to the
miners for the duration of their employment in the
mine.

Population
Based on 2014 mid-year estimates, the population of
Hill of Beath is estimated at 3,730. There has been a
decline in the population of 6% since 2001.
Hill of Beath has a higher percentage of children aged
between 0-15 (19.7%) than Fife as a whole (17.7%) and
also than Scotland (17.4%).

Housing
In 2011 there were 1,666 households in Hill of Beath.
This will increase in 2017 as new housing developments
are completed.
52.1% of houses are owner occupied, compared to 69%
in the rest of Fife. 35.1% of homes ae social rented by
Fife Council. 12.8% are provided by other social
landlords.

4

HILL OF BEATH COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2022

Our Community Now
Education and Training

Transport

There is one primary school in the village which also has
a nursery class. The nearest Roman Catholic School is
St Bride's Primary School, Cowdenbeath. The nearest
High Schools are in Cowdenbeath and Dunfermline. Fife
College has a campus in nearby Dunfermline.

There are good transport links to the motorway M90 to
Edinburgh. Regular bus service to Dunfermline and
Edinburgh. There is also a Park and Ride facility nearby
with bus services to various locations including
Glasgow. There are train stations in nearby
Cowdenbeath and Dunfermline (Fife Circular Route to
Edinburgh).

The Primary School has an active Parent Council who
work on various projects for the benefit of the pupils
and community as a whole.
The % of households where no one aged 16-74 has
qualifications is significantly higher than Scotland as a
whole, with Hill of Beath figures 40% and Scotland at
almost 27%.

Social and Community
Hill of Beath only recently established a Community
Council. In their first year they have organised a
number of community events and brightened up the
village by planters and hanging baskets.
Hill of Beath Community Group are working hard to
develop a bio-diversity area in the park to help alleviate
the drainage problems which will enable them to further
develop the playpark.

Community Action Plan:
Considerations
New Housing Developments in the future will impact on
the local services.
National changes are underway with regards to nursery
placements. This means that Hill of Beath Nursery will
have to review their current facilities to accommodate
the amount of children that will be attending nursery.
The current nursery facility within Hill of Beath primary
school doesn’t meet regulation standards so
development will need to take place with regards
to either increasing the present nursery or creating a
new nursery.

Hill of Beath Hawthorn Football Club are developing
their facilities and encouraging young people and the
community to work with them to ensure there is a
facility that can be utilised by the whole community.
Hill of Beath Ex-Servicemen’s Club play an important
part for the community by providing a social venue for
various activities to take place.

Environment
Hill of Beath is well located for access to nature. It sits
at the bottom of the ‘Hill of Beath’ and nearby there is
open countryside with good path networks.
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From our kids perspective
We would like to live in a clean, attractive village where people are
kind and treat one another with respect
Pupils from Hill of Beath made their contribution to the Hill of Beath Action Plan by completing the questionnaire.
In total 66 pupils from P1 to P7 took part.

c

The results gave an insight to the thoughts and feelings of our young residents and their concerns about the
village. Although nearly all the children stated they liked the park 65% of them wanted to see improvements to the
park. 30% of them liked the village environment with the lovely flowers. 21% did not like the litter and dog fouling
in the streets. 26% said it was a nice place to live.
The children really used their imaginations for the things they would like to see in the village as apart from the usual
of improvements to the park, more shops and benches things they included were:

d

a football tv screen, flying fox, have a pet shop, a horse riding club on Fridays, Mondays and
Thursdays, a bird centre for bird spotting, cheerleading club, little café.
They also gave a lot of thought into their vision for Hill of Beath

A nice bright place . . . To build more houses to make a bigger community with more young people . . .
A bigger park a skate board park and Astro turf in the playground . . . A community with a good
positive attitude and spirit . . . A school, public an community working together to make Hill of Beath
a better place . . . Happy people . . . The village is happier . . . Safe and happy place . . . Bigger village . .
. My vision is that we can get an astro turf and a swimming pool . . . A quiet village where it is tranquil
and relaxing . . . A well advanced society where everybody gets on well . . . I would like it to be more
interactive . . . Lots of buildings, shops, clubs and parks . . . A happy club for everyone . . . I want
people to feel welcome . . . A village we can be proud of . . . Less messy and better park . . . Nice and
caring people and everyone is friends
Hill of Beath Primary School Song
We know our A, B, C’s,
We count to 1, 2, 3,
We come from Hill of Beath Primary School
We work hard all day,
Until it’s time to play,
And this is what we say





Hill of Beath; Is a part of us,
Hill of Beath; Is the heart of us,
And we are a part; Of the best School; of all
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A shared vision for
our community
For Hill of Beath to become the strongest village that it’s
ever been – with lots of engagement, support and
collaboration to make things happen.
We would like to live in a clean, attractive village where
people are kind and treat one another with respect
For every facility outdoor and indoor to be used in the best
way and utilised regularly. For the groups to come together
even more to achieve a stronger unity and community.

ɀ More community events
ɀ New improved playpark and other green spaces used
ɀ School grounds to be better
ɀ Community Group and Community Council continue
to develop even stronger links with the primary
school.
HILL OF BEATH COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2017 - 2022
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Hill of Beath Likes
Like

Environment

c
Community Spirit

Community Facilies
Public Services

% of responses
60.78

49.67%
41.18%
36.64%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
It’s beautiful and quiet
It is a lovely village

It is a quiet place the flowers have made it brighter and better looking we still have a good post office
Good place to live and has a good school, football park and club
Community spirit, the location, ideal for going to other towns, very central
The woods good area for walking
Lots of other families with children
Feels like a safe place for children to play
It has a couple of small shops one of which is the post office

d

Community Council cleaning up and planting flowers, looking after them and a very good school

Nice little village, always has been, nice people, most will help each other. shop keepers are friendly and
helpful, transport connections good

As a parent of 2 young kids I feel able to let the kids outside to play in the knowledge that they are safe and
that neighbours take an interest in my children and their safety
Local hill, Hill of Beath particularly attractive. Although not a football follower the local team gives some
credence to our history
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Hill of Beath DISLikes
Dislike

Community Facilies

c
Public Services
Environment

Community Acvies

% of responses
45.10%
36.60%
28.10%
15.69%

WHAT PEOPLE SAID
There are not enough shops
Park is small

Nothing within Hill of Beath for the kids to do Play park is very old and dated
The neglected condition of the community centre, not fit for purpose
Parking in our street and most areas of HOB is shocking.
Not enough poo bins for dog walkers
There should be more going on in the community.
Speed of traffic

d

Having a keep fit for the over 50's and doing something for the kids when off school.
Kids need a skate park or an exercise area
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Main Strategies & Priorities
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in
partnership with public agencies and other supporters
Community Facilities
Better local use and community involvement of the
Community Centre was seen as important as this
facility could be lost in the future. Lack of provision of
services within the Centre is having a negative effect
on opportunities for young people in particular.
People highlighted the need to improve existing
outdoor facilities. Work is starting on the play park to
create a bio-diversity area that will improve the drainage
as this is a major problem in re-developing this area. A
Cowdenbeath Area Play Park Strategy is being
developed and it is important that support is given to
the community group taking this project forward.
It was also highlighted that the community support the
Football Club to ensure they can continue to provide a
sporting facility for the village.

Community Activities
The consultation identifies a real need for more
activities for all ages, with a clear emphasis on activities
for young people.
There was a strong feeling that there should be more
community events to bring people together – and that
there should be an Annual Summer and Christmas Fayre
for all the villagers.
Priorities identified by the community are to support
existing groups so that they can sustain their activities,
to provide better indoor and outdoor facilities and to
make sure that there is a good range of activities
available within Hill of Beath itself.
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Another need was to ensure that the community was
provided with information as to what is going on
through an events calendar, Community noticeboards
and the use of social media as a promotional tool.

Environment
There was a strong need identified to improve open
spaces and the local environment.
Residents would like to see the development of a
Community Garden, a village park focused on play,
children and families, a bio-diversity area to encourage
wildlife to the village and where children and families
can learn about their local environment.
There is a strong desire for a tidy, clean community that
the community can be proud of. Litter dog fouling,
unkempt gardens and recreation areas all need
attention.
The community is very pleased with the floral
enhancements made to the village and felt strongly
that this should continue to be supported.

Public Services
Traffic volume and road safety are a real concern for the
community. Continue to work with Fife Council and
other authorities to find lasting solutions so that roads
are safe. Parking facilities also need to be addressed for
local residents and visitors.
Although there are good transport links the positioning
of No 54 bus stop need to be addressed with the
relevant bus company.
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THEME 1: Community Facilities
PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Develop Play Area for All Ages

ɀ Work together with Fife Council on play areas and open spaces and
develop a community wide proposal for development and improvements
i.e. drainage, new equipment
ɀ Support Hill of Beath Community Group in their work
ɀ Work to design improvements to play park
ɀ Raise funding for implementation
ɀ Work with Fife Council to develop Skate park
ɀ Work with Fife Council to develop MUGA

Improve Football Park

ɀ Develop and support proposals for improvements to the Football Park
ɀ Work with Football Team to raise funding and implement
ɀ Work with Fife Council for solutions to car parking around the football
ground

Make the most of the community
centre

ɀ The community and Fife Council to explore partnership models of
management and operation to improve use and ease of access to its
resources
ɀ Encourage more groups to utilise the Community Centre
ɀ Work with the local children and young people to gauge what activities
they would like to have in the Community Centre

Make the most of the
Ex Service Men’s Club

ɀ Support committee to enable them to continue to provide a facility that
all the community can utilise.

Potential partners

Fife Council, external funders, Greenspace Scotland, Hill of Beath
Community Council, Hill of Beath Community Group, Hill of Beath
Primary School, Hill of Beath Ex Service Men’s Club, Hill of Beath
Hawthorns
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THEME 2: Community Activities
PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Annual community activities
i.e. Gala Day, Christmas Fayre

ɀ Prepare plans for annual community events, summer fayre, Christmas
fayre
ɀ Raise funds and organise
ɀ Work together with established groups

More activities for young people
and families

ɀ Work to identify activities and services required by young people
ɀ Find resources to support any activities that are highlighted
ɀ Work with Fife Council CLD and Primary School to identify clubs,
activities the young people would like to participate in
ɀ Investigate potential funders to enable the activities to be run

More activities for older people

ɀ Support the development of services for the most vulnerable in the
community e.g. befriending service
ɀ Investigate potential for lunch club which could be held in the
Community Centre
ɀ Look into developing an intergenerational project – contact Generations
Working Together for support

Promote local activities wider

ɀ Develop Events Calendar to co-ordinate and promote events
ɀ Community noticeboards
ɀ Use social media as a promotional tool

Potential partners
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Hill of Beath Community Council, Fife Council, Hill of Beath Primary
School, Generations Working Together, Hill of Beath Community Group
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THEME 3: Environment
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with public
agencies and other supporters

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Make the most of unused
outdoor space

ɀ Carry out a mapping exercise of all unused green space
ɀ Highlight areas that surround the village
ɀ Make the most of and promote local path networks
ɀ Reduce litter and dog fouling
ɀ Set up an information and education campaign focusing on dog fouling
and litter with Primary School
ɀ Work with Fife Council to ensure better provision and maintenance of
bins
ɀ Organise community litter picks
ɀ Encourage bio-diversity
ɀ More birds and bees
ɀ Support Hill of Beath Community Group to develop a bio diversity
garden as the first phase of the play-park improvements
ɀ Work with Fife council Parks and Recreation Department and BioDiversity Officer
ɀ Work with Hill of Beath Primary School Eco Group
ɀ Floral Enhancements
ɀ Support Hill of Beath Community Council to continue the work they are
doing
ɀ Look at having flower displays in other parts of the village
ɀ Carry out a volunteer drive through Social Media

Potential partners

Hill of Beath Community Council, Hill of Beath Community Group,
Hill of Beath Primary School, Fife Council, SNH, Greenspace Scotland,
Paths for All
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THEME 4: Public Services
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards achieving in partnership with public
agencies and other supporters

PRIORITIES

ACTIONS

Traffic Management

ɀ Work with Fife Council Roads Department together with community
police on measures to reduce traffic speed
ɀ Work with Hill of Beath Primary School and Community Police on a road
safety initiative
ɀ Survey to be carried out by Community Council and work with Fife
Council

More bins

ɀ Work with Fife Council to provide more bins

Parking

ɀ Work with Fife Council Roads Department together with Football Club

Public transport

ɀ Liaise with Stage Coach regarding No 54 Bus to encourage them to
change where the bus stops from Nether Beath to Concrete Works
ɀ Publicise Fife Council Dial a Ride for older residents to have access to
services nearby

Potential partners
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Hill of Beath Community Council, Fife Council, Police Scotland, Hill of
Beath Primary School, Stage Coach
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Early actions funded through Participatory Budget

Hill of Beath Community Council
Community Garden

Hill of Beath Community Group
Bio-diversity Area

Hill of Beath Hawthorn Football Club
Facility Improvements

MAKING THE LINKS TO THE FIFE COMMUNITY PLAN
Fife’s Community Plan 2011-2020 sets out three high level outcomes, each with a number of long term outcomes
towards which the partnership groups will work alongside other key groups. Fife’s Community Planning Partners
have signed up to these shared outcomes. Lead partnership groups will work together with the people and
communities of Fife to deliver these objectives, with each partner providing a unique and valued contribution.

Fife Community
Plan High Level Outcomes

Hill of Beath Community
Action Plan Themes

Reducing Inequalities

Community Facilities

Increasing Employment

Community Activities

Tackling Climate Change

Environment
Public Services
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Making it Happen
This Community Action Plan sets out the priorities for the development of Hill of Beath over the next 5
years as identified by the community through an extensive process of community engagement carried out
over a period of 5 months, May to September 2016.
Information on how to get involved or just be kept informed.
The Community Action Plan is not just for the few but for everyone, we hope you will read it, consider its
content and help toward making it work by taking action where you are, in whatever way you can. If
everyone did something positive for their community every day, then what a difference that would make!
Many thanks go to all those who took their time to share their views, to the volunteers and participants
who made the Community Voting Day events a great success. Thanks go to members of the community
who contributed the images in this Action Plan.
To find out more information about the Action Plan or to volunteer with any projects please contact:
Hill of Beath Community Council – hobcc@outlook.com
Design and Print: Armstrong Printing (Alloa) Ltd.
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