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Introduction
157 Community Household Surveys were returned representing the views of
approximately 400 residents

200 people attended the Community Futures Open Event on 7th October at the
Sandy Brae Community Centre, 12.00-3.00 pm.

Coalfields Community Futures

The Coalfields Community Futures Programme is an approach to local community
planning and sustainable community development that aims to encourage active
citizenship and build local democracy. It enables communities to devise a
community action plan which makes a case for the things that the community thinks
are important and wishes to make happen.

The process builds on existing processes of community action research to identify
local needs and priorities, using residents as co-researchers. We work with local
residents and groups to develop a common sense of purpose and assist them to
produce a deliverable community action plan.

To support the action planning process the community receive a Participatory
Budget which is available to local constituted community or voluntary groups.

This budget enables the community to fund small projects that are identified by the
community through the results of the household surveys, stakeholder interviews and
the Community Open Event.

Kennoway Community Action Plan

The Action Plan summarises community
views and information about:

� Our community now
� Our shared Vision for Kennoway
� Priority themes and actions

The Steering Group brought together
representatives from Kennoway Community
Council, Kennoway Scouts, Sandy Brae
Management Committee, Cllr. David
Alexander

Thank you to everyone who took part in
helping Kennoway plan for a bright future!
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Background

This Profile has been produced to give an

insight into the Kennoway area. It is part of a

wider Community Futures process being

delivered by the Coalfields Regeneration Trust

across Scotland’s coalfield communities to

assist them to reflect on what is good, what

could be improved and how to go forward.

Location and History

Kennoway Village

The Parish of Kennoway lies on the hills of Fife

approximately three miles inland from the Firth of

Forth north of Leven. In the days of stage

coaches it held strategic importance because it

was directly on the stage route from Pettycur

ferry, on the shores of the Firth of Forth, to St

Andrews.

Agriculture has always played an important part

in local community life. At the beginning of the

19th Century handloom weaving became an

important cottage industry in the area but the

industrial revolution brought an end to this era as

the weaving industry moved into city factories.

The village also had a shoemaking industry which

supplied the Dundee market prior to the

mechanisation of footwear manufacture.

With the demise of these industries many

villagers found work in the mining industry but

that too has now ceased and most villagers find

employment outwith the village.

'Off the Record: A Short History of Kennoway School'.

Population

Population of Kennoway as at the Mid-Year

Estimates (ONS) 2015 was 4,550 with 48.7% male

and 51.2% female with more than half being

working age at 2,860.

Housing

The 2011 Census showed that Kennoway has 1173

owner occupied houses, 738 social rented

households and 140 houses rented from Housing

Association or Social Landlord.

In 2017 Fife Council’s Affordable Housing

programme delivered 24 homes, made up of a

mix of houses, flats, bungalows and some larger

properties at Langside Crescent. The

development is built on the site of the old

Kennoway Primary school. In addition, new social

housing is being built in Bonnybank and on the

Leven Road.

Health

People living with a limiting long-term illness, as

at the 2011 Census, was 24.1% which is signifi-

cantly higher than Scotland as a whole at 19.6%.
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Kennoway has its own health centre and

community pharmacy.

There is a care home for the elderly at

Auchtermarnie Home and a sheltered housing

facility, The Knowe run by Beild.

Local Economy, Shops and Services

Kennoway has a small shopping centre. From

stakeholder interviews it is clear that there is a

real need for improving the look of the shopping

centre to make it more attractive to shoppers

and visitors. Currently there are 3 General Stores,

3 Hair Dressers, Butcher, Chemist, Post Office and

a Library. There are 4 Takeaways as well as 5

pubs/restaurants; Oakwood Rest, Mexican

Restaurant, Swan Pub and The Sunbeam, The

Legion.

Kennoway has a petrol station as well as a repair

and MOT garage. There are a number of

tradesmen working locally.

Education and Childcare

A new Kennoway Primary school has been built

further up the hill from the old primary. The

current school roll is 374 and nursery is 140.

The school acts as the Levenmouth Pupil Support

Centre (supports children & schools in east of

Fife) and has an out of school club run by Fife

Childcare and Early Services. It offers Community

use and is open 6 days a week.

There is a Breakfast Club and an After School

Club. There is a drop off point for parents

bringing children by car, and parking for nursery

parents. There are also parking bays for parents

who are transporting children with disability. The

school is wheelchair accessible. Kennoway has a

number of child minders, and a crèche.

Community Activities and Facilities

The centre is home to a variety of different

community groups and organisations that

operate as independent groups based within the

Sandybrae Community Centre.

Creche for 1-3yrs, Brownies, Guides, Beavers,

Cubs, Scouts, Explorer Scouts, Carpet Bowls,

Boxing Club, Elderobics, Gentle Exercise, Jas

Gym, Computing Classes, Equipment Lending.

There is a Bowling Club and other activities

include the Community Shed and Football

Training which engages 300 youngsters. There is

an astro turf pitch as well as BMX track and

Netball Court with a new outdoor gym at

Cotlands Park.

There are flower tubs throughout the village with

the Community Council being a regular prize

winner as part of ‘Beautiful Fife’.
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Environment

The rural location offers many fine walks and a

number of parks with woodland and nature

pursuits. Kennoway Den is a good example of

community/council partnership working in

reclaiming wasteland and achieving an attractive

leisure area which has positively impacted upon

the physical appearance of the landscape.There

is access to a beach three miles away.

Traffic and Transport

Bus services are limited but a regular service to

Leven exists with relatively easy access to other

areas.

Stakeholder interviews highlight the major issue

of accessing and leaving Kennoway by car. This is

due to parked cars and narrow roads. There are

other areas where parking creates hazardous

conditions, such as outside the chip shop.

Community Action Plan Considerations

As part of the community survey there was a

question focused on what people would like to

see happen in the disused sites within the

housing areas. Overwhelmingly the results

showed that people want some form of green

space with a safe play park for children.

There has been a lot of lobbying over the years

to open the rail link.This would create major

opportunities for the local economy, improve

access to employment and help encourage

tourism. It is important that the pressure for this

is kept up until a final decision is made. Working

with local bus companies to improve the number

of bus routes available in and out of Kennoway is

also of key importance.

Other considerations include the impact of the

closure the Police Station, especially when the

survey results showed that almost 40% of

respondents stated community safety as the

issue they would most like to see improved.

Improved amenities are important to local people

with 26.5% of respondents raising this an

important issue for them and more affordable

activities is something that 22.5 % of respondents

would like to see addressed.

Our Community Now
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Kennoway
A shared vision for our community

� A community that takes pride in itself, with the safety, care and

respect for others a top priority.

� It is a community that works well together for the benefit of

everyone, both young and old and from every walk of life, with

a strong community spirit and a forward looking vision.

� Kennoway offers accessible paths and walks in a fantastic

landscape and has a rich cultural and industrial heritage.

� Ours is a green place, full of trees and flowers, with a clean

environment where people can enjoy themselves accessing

excellent park land and amenities for all ages.

� We offer a positive, local shopping experience with a variety of

retailers and local businesses, accessed by good roads, safe

pavements and ample parking.

� Kennoway’s strong community is alive with volunteers,

community groups, activities and events.

� We actively support the development of young people as they

are of key importance to the future of Kennoway.
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The results from the community survey show
us what the people of Kennoway likes

“The den, the feeling of

community, its open spaces, the

quiet.”

“I have lived here almost all my

life and find it a very friendly

community with the majority of

residents willing to do what

they can for their community.”

“Community spirit, the variety

of shops in the shopping centre,

good public library. Countryside

good for walking. The church,

which is welcoming and

inclusive.”

“I like the friendliness of the

people of Kennoway. The

shopkeepers and staff in

Kennoway shops must get a

special mention for being chatty

and helpful. I like that there are

community groups trying to

make a difference by improving

the area. I like the Den area and

the fact that there are lots of

local walks. The good school

and community use. Kennoway

has history.”

“We stick together ‘n want

what's best for our village.”

75.5%
Community Spirit

28%
Environment

8.5%
Amenities

5%
Cultural History

4%
Transport Links
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The results from the community survey show

us what the people of Kennoway dislikes
The lack of respect for things

such as parks.

Dog fouling, dogs walking

around without leads.

Some of the negative attitudes

people have to the area, even

though it is no better or worse

than other local towns.

A small town with some history,

however, recent public

constructions leave a lot to be

desired.

The shopping centre is pretty

shameful. Not attractive to look

at. There really is nowhere for

children to go to play. Local

amenities are pretty poor. Bus

times have nearly halved and

make a journey to and from

local areas are much harder.

Congested with vehicles parked

on main roads, on corners and

restricted areas of the roads.

Leven Road is restricted

completely on one side due to

parked cars. Also outside Little

Friars is a big parking problem

and creates a hazard due to

blind corner.

57%
Community

Safety

19.5%
Amenities

17%
Dog Fouling

& Litter

16.5%
Social Issues

13%
Village Identity

11%
Green Space
Management
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THEME 1: Amenities

Improve our shopping centre

� Work with Fife Council to carry out community
engagement and a visioning exercise around
major improvements to the existing shopping
area.

� Work with local traders to see how they can
work together to improve the shopping
experience for local people.

Improve our parks for everyone

� Work with appropriate organisations to carry
out a community mapping exercise looking at
green space and how it can be designed to
suit the needs of everyone.

� Source funding for this.

Create a positive image of Kennoway

� Create a campaign around building a positive
story around living in Kennoway
eg ‘Kennoway’s Miles better’.

Put benches in various locations

� Carry out a mapping exercise to identify the
best locations for benches.

� Source the appropriate funding.

� Work with Fife Council to have them installed.

Create a community garden

� Carry out a feasibility study to establish level
of community interest for this idea, the best
location and set up costs required.

� Source funding for this.

� Work with the Fife Council Allotments Officer.

Astroturf and Floodlights

� Carry out community engagement to establish
the the level of community interest in this.

� Explore funding opportunities in partnership
with Fife Council.

Create memorial spaces at the Kennoway Den

� Work with Fife Council to explore this idea

Potential Partners

Fife Council, Greenspace Scotland,

SportScotland,Kennoway Community Council,

local retailers & businesses, community,

Community Shed.

These are the main strategies and priorities the

community will work towards achieving in

partnership with public agencies and other

supporters.

Good quality green space is important in any

community as are other amenities such as good

quality local shop provision that allows people

to access fresh, affordable food and other

supplies. In addition, access to sporting facilities

as well as well as library, school and nursery

provision are key elements in supporting a

healthy, well educated and sustainable

community.

n
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THEME 2: Community Activities and Facilities

Defibrillators in the community

� Identify best locations for easy access to
defibrillators.

� Source funding.
� Work with Fife Council and others to help
install them.

� Carry out training sessions with local groups
for effective use as a life saving instrument.

More organised activities in the evenings

� Promotional campaign to make more use of
the Sandy Brae Centre and encourage more
groups to set up and use these facilities.

� Encourage the youth to train and exercise
regularly in the gym.

Annual events to bring community together

� Explore ideas for community events for all
ages so everyone can take part and have pride
in their area.

� Start up the Gala again, as big as it used to be.
More activities for 1-10 yrs

� Work with Fife Council Community Learning &
Development Team as well as other groups
and organisations to identify opportunities for
creating more activities for children and
families.

More activities for young people

� Work with Fife Council Community Learning &
Development Team to help find out what
teenagers want to see happen in their area.

� Work with partners to provide the necessary
provision.

� Identify funding where required.
More activities for the older residents

� Carry out community engagement to identify
what type of activities would be supported by
older people.

� Work with Fife Council and other groups and
organisations to deliver appropriate activities.

� Identify funding where required.
Employability initiatives

� Work with Fife Council and other appropriate
agencies such as Business Gateway to
investigate opportunities for increasing
employability initiatives locally.

� Investigate social enterprise model business.
� Investigate and learn from other communities
who have tackled this priority.

Build membership of Kennoway Town Pipe Band

� Carry out a promotional campaign to
encourage people to join.

� Host taster sessions.
Potential Partners

Fife council, Business Gateway, Kennoway
Community Council, Local community,
Kennoway Pipe Band, Sandy Brae Management
Committee, Community Shed.

These are the main strategies and priorities the

community will work towards achieving in

partnership with public agencies and other

supporters.

Building social capital is a key aspect of creating

strong, resilient communities. Good quality

community facilities that are fit for purpose with

regular opportunities for communities to meet

and share in activities and conversation, this is

the glue that binds communities together. This

theme has emerged from the community survey

and it is essential that the community can work

with other stakeholders, support organisations

and agencies to realise these outcomes over the

term of the action plan.
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THEME 3: Roads & Transport

Improve Parking

� Work with Fife Council to explore ways of

improving the safety issues around car parking

in the village.

Improve the Bus Service

� Lobby the local bus service providers to see

what can be done to improve the bus services

locally and to wider destinations.

Improve Traffic Calming measures

� Work with Fife Council to look at enforcing a

20mph speed limit.

� Work with Fife Council to investigate other

traffic calming measures.

Mini road system where kids can learn to ride

their bike and about road safety

� Carry out further community engagement to

identify the level of interest.

� Work with Fife Council to Investigate the

opportunities for a facility like this within

Kennoway, where would it go?

� Identify cost of such a facility and funding

opportunities.

Potential Partners

Fife Council, Kennoway Community Council,

Transport Scotland, Bus Users Scotland.
These are the main strategies and priorities the

community will work towards achieving in

partnership with public agencies and other

supporters.

We need to work closely with the Fife

Community Planning Partnership to help

alleviate the issues relating to parking, poor

road conditions and traffic issues around

accessing and leaving the village. We want an

increased bus service to areas such as Kirkcaldy.

We also want to promote a local community

transport scheme to improve local resident’s

access to wider transport links.
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THEME 4: Local Environment

Revitalise the Kennoway Den

� Work with Fife Council to encourage people to
use the area responsibly.

Clean up our village – litter and fly tipping

� Encourage participation in the ‘Clean Up
Kennoway Campaign!’

� Try using Novelty Bins to encourage people to
use them.

� Work with Fife Council to ensure a rapid
response to dealing with fly tipping.

Deal with the dog fouling

� Carry out a mapping exercise to identify areas
where bins are required.

� Work with Fife Council to ensure bins are
emptied regularly.

� Work with Fife Council on a joint approach to
dealing with dog fouling

Improve signage in Kennoway village

� Identify best locations at Kennoway gateways
to install signage.

� Investigate what signage is needed with the
village to improve connectivity.

� Work in partnership with Fife Council for
planning requirements.

� Investigate funding and sponsorship from local
businesses.

A safer community

� Continue to work with Police Scotland to look
at increasing community policing

� Encourage the community to report any
incidents to the police or relevant authority to
enhance response rate.

Make more of disused areas

� Work with Fife Council to agree a plan of
action by fully exploring all the options
proposed as part of the community survey.

Floral Enhancements

� Continue the good work that has already built
the award winning reputation of Kennoway in
the Beautiful Fife Awards.

� Seek funding for improving the resources
available for this.

� Encourage local businesses, groups and
residents to get involved.

Potential Partners

Fife Council, Kennoway Community Council,
Police Scotland, local businesses, local
community groups, residents, Community Shed.

These are the main strategies and priorities the

community will work towards achieving in

partnership with public agencies and other

supporters.

Access to woodland, water and good quality

green space with good path networks is

important for the health and well being of a

community. It also relies on such key priorities

as feeling safe, having adequate play and

growing spaces, with people having a sense of

place and a sense of pride. A community that is

attractive and cared for with local people taking

responsibility for their actions on a day to day

basis. This is essential in helping maintain a

clean and tidy environment for everyone to

enjoy.
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Fife Community Plan
High Level Outcomes

Levenmouth Area
Local Community
Plan Priorities

Kennoway Community
Action Plan Themes

Reducing Inequalities

Increasing Employment

Tackling Climate Change

Area Investment and
Regeneration

Health, Wellbeing &
Environment

Access to employment,
Education and Training

Amenities

Roads and Transport

Community Activities &
Facilities

Local Environment

Kennoway Sports Association Sports Activities Facilities

Kennoway Community Council Village Enhancements

Kennoway Parish Church Outreach in the Community

Kennoway Community Shed New Equipment

Madison Boxing Club New Equipment

2nd Kennoway Brownies New Equipment

18th Fife Kennoway Scouts New Equipment

Sandy Brae Centre Elder Aerobics Group

Early actions funded through Participatory Budget

Making the Links to the Fife Community Plan
Fife’s Community Plan 2011-2020 sets out three high level outcomes, each with a number of long term

outcomes towards which the partnership groups will work alongside other key groups. Fife

Community Planning Partner’s have signed up to these shared outcomes. Lead partnership groups will

work together with the people and communities of Fife to deliver these objectives, with each partner

providing a unique and valued contribution.
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Making it Happen
This Community Action Plan sets out the priorities for the development of Kennoway over the next 5

years as identified by the community through an extensive process of community engagement carried

out from July to September 2017.

The Plan contains

� A summary of the Kennoway Community Profile

� Our main Likes and Dislikes expressed in the community survey

� Our Vision Statement for Kennoway

� The main themes and priorities for taking action

� The Participatory Budget projects that are helping kick start the community action plan.

� Making the links between the Community Action Plan outcomes and the Fife outcomes of the

Community Planning Partnership.

Information on how to get involved or just be kept informed.

The Coalfields Community Action Plan is not just for the few but for everyone, we hope you will read

it, consider its content and help toward making it work by taking action where you are, in whatever

way you can. If everyone did something positive for their community every day, then what a

difference that would make!

Many thanks go to all those who took their time to share their views, to the volunteers and

participants who made the Community Open Day events a great success. Many thanks go to members

of the community who contributed images to this community action plan.

The Participatory Budget from Coalfields Regeneration Trust is £25,000. This is funding which has

been used to help take forward local projects which support the key themes found in the action plan.

To find out more information about the Coalfields Community Action Plan or to volunteer with any

projects please contact:

Tel: 01383 602342 • Email: jmkennowaycommunitycouncil@gmail.com



Design and Print: Armstrong Printing (Alloa) Ltd.

The Coalfields Regeneration Trust is a Charity registered in England and Wales (No. 1074930),
a Charity registered in Scotland (No. SCO39277) and a Company Limited by Guarantee registered

in England and Wales (No.3738566).
The Registered Address is 1 Waterside Park, Valley Way, Wombwell, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S73 0BB.


