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INTRODUCTION 
NICKY WILSON
It’s just over two decades since the 
CRT was founded to help mining 
communities across Scotland deal 
with the devastating effects of pit 
closures. Since 1999 we have been 
supporting our communities in a wide 
variety of ways to create opportunities 
for social and economic growth. 
While we’re proud of what’s been achieved, for 
example in helping young people gain skills and 
confidence, this new report from Social Value Lab 
shows the extent of the work that remains to be done. 

The report shows that, unfortunately, too many 
former mining areas are still among Scotland’s most 
disadvantaged communities and many people are 
lagging behind when it comes to education. Rates of 
unemployment and child poverty are too high, and 
health and wellbeing still need to be improved.

What is clear is that the work of the CRT remains vital 
for the continuing rejuvenation of former mining areas 
across Scotland - and we’re committed to ensuring 
our communities do not remain disadvantaged by 
their past legacy.

Nicky Wilson, Trustee, Coalfields Regeneration Trust
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In 2013 Social Value Lab were commissioned by the Coalfields Regeneration Trust 
(CRT) to carry out a study into deprivation in the former Scottish coalfields. It highlighted 
a continuing legacy of poverty and deprivation within former coalfield communities, 
a stark gap in deprivation between former coalfield and non–coalfield areas, with the 
coalfield communities in a relatively worse and somewhat worsening position.

Former coalfield communities were still 
characterised by worklessness, low Incomes, 
poor health and wellbeing, inadequate access 
to services, lack of an enterprise culture and 
demographic changes.

CRT has been working with partners, Scottish 
Government, local authorities, public, private 
and voluntary sectors and of course the coalfield 
communities themselves to tackle these issues.  
Much has been achieved and we can be equally 
proud of these successes.  We do not live in a 
vacuum though and over the period new challenges 
emerge which impact more severely on these 
communities.  Climate change, economic downturn, 
recovery, an ageing population, the growth in 
information technology for social and economic 
interactions.  It begs the question what state are the 
former coalfield communities now.

Social Value Lab has recently published the full 
report which shows that while there has been 
progress in many former coalfield areas, significant 
challenges remain.  More neighbourhoods have 
slipped into the list of (20%) most deprived Scottish 
communities, with a worsening picture across 
education, employment, income and health.  

Former coalfield communities still have fewer 
economic opportunities than other parts of Scotland 
and are characterized by above average rates of 
unemployment, child poverty and poor health.

Already we are seeing;

• Between 2001 and 2018 the total population of 
coalfield areas grew to nearly 469,000.  

• Continuing deprivation with 31% of coalfield 
neighbourhoods now in most deprived 20%, and 
key challenges across education, employment, 
income and health domains.  

• The number of young people has remained relatively 
constant in the former coalmining communities at 
87,857, despite reducing by 5% across Scotland. 

• Coalfield communities have higher rates of 16-19 
year olds not in education, employment or training.

• Educational disadvantage is perhaps the 
main challenge for many former coalmining 
communities, with 35% now included in Scotland’s 
most deprived 20% of neighbourhoods.

• Significant and concentrated deprivation in 
Fife, South Lanarkshire, East Ayrshire, North 
Lanarkshire and Clackmannanshire.  

The report highlights the extent of the variation 
within and between coalfield areas.  Some areas are 
progressing relatively well, while communities in other 
areas are experiencing different issues and challenges.  

Support and intervention should therefore be 
tailored for different coalfield communities in line with 
the challenges and opportunities in specific areas.

Since the Coalfields Regeneration Trust was 
established and started assisting former coalfield 
communities they have come a long way, achieved 
a great deal and made a lasting and positive 
impact but there is still a way to go before these 
communities have the quality of life, access to 
opportunities and services and are as resilient and 
sustainable as we would want for all of Scotlan

What is clear is that the work of the CRT remains 
vital for the continuing rejuvenation of former mining 
areas across Scotland.
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