
The Coalfields Regeneration Trust (The Trust) is the leading organisation dedicated to improving the quality of life in
Britain’s former mining communities. Our ambition is to champion and strengthen coalfield communities, generate
resources to respond to their needs, and deliver programmes that make a positive lasting difference. 

Game On Wales is the award winning programme of The Trust delivered across 12 Welsh Local Authorities: Blaenau
Gwent, Bridgend, Caerphilly, Carmarthenshire, Flintshire, Merthyr Tydfil, Neath Port Talbot, Powys, Rhondda Cynon Taff,
Torfaen, Swansea & Wrexham. Game On continues to play a key role in delivery of Welsh Government policy and together
with Game On England and Game On Scotland bolsters the Trust’s strategic objective of improving the employability,
skills and health prospects of Coalfield residents.

There is no question that Covid-19 presented an unprecedented challenge to Game On Wales. Our informal sport
sessions  ceased for three quarters of the year and our planned showcase festivals, including the Home International,
postponed.  Thankfully the diversification installed within the Game On Wales programme meant that our ‘off-field’ club
support package i.e. asset transfer consultancy, funding for kit, sport & facility development plans continued at a
pace.  This period also coincided with the Trust’s administration of the Pontypridd and Cynon Valley Flood Recovery Fund
and staff resources were successfully redeployed to support administrative efforts.

The theme of this annual impact report is not on participation numbers or return on investment figures but instead
highlights an area of our work that has arisen sharply into focus for individuals, families and communities - 'places to
play'. 

This year reminded us more than ever how important the local field, the pitch, the multi-use games area, the park, the
playground is to us and the role these places serve for the community.  These are places that past generations have
shaped for the purposes of sport and recreation.  Behind each there lies a story, its own history of acquisition, its own
struggle to be built and its own fight for survival. This is why we cherish and defend them furiously.  With our help, we
continue to make and remake these places, that mean so much. 
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'PLACES TO PLAY': PLACES OF ADVENTURE 
Between 1922 and 1945 nearly 400 separate
recreation grounds received financial support
through the Miner's Welfare Fund.  In literally
every coalfield community, there was / is either a
facility paid for, either fully or in part, by the
Fund. 

This really was a golden age of voluntary
provision and a generation that helped build the
fabric of what is it like to like live, work or play in
a Welsh Coalfield Community; with hard work
and vision, we thank those who were active on
welfare committees or who laboured on levelling
ground of these grand open access outdoor
leisure centres.

Habits, expectations and tastes have shifted. In
these times of austerity, local authority finite
budgets have been unable to meet the costs of
running facilities that can only be open a few
months of the year.  Thus swimming
baths, pitches and pavilions are increasingly at
the losing end. 

However, there are ways to combat these growing
issues.  By seeking the support of Game On Wales
and The Coalfields Regeneration Trust, sports
clubs in Coalfield Communities learn how to
create more sustainable ways of managing the
progression and preservation of their treasured
sports facilities. 
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Game On Wales: Post Covid-19 Challenges 
This impact report is published in extraordinary times.
Every one of us has seen our lives changed in some way by
the Covid-19 pandemic, and Game On Wales is no
exception. In the year that lie ahead, all of us, together
with our Coalfield Communities, will be adapting,
reenergizing and rebuilding. Collectively we need to
reimagine how we keep movement, sports and activity
central to the lives of everyone.

The inequality gap in sports participation has increased
during the Coronavirus crisis.  A survey published by Sport
Wales found that 39% of adults from higher socio-
economic backgrounds say they have been doing more
physical activity during lockdown while people from lower
socio-economic backgrounds say they are doing less than
they would have done before lockdown with only 29%
reporting they are doing more.  This gap is particularly
evident among children. Children from lower socio-
economic backgrounds are 5% more likely to be doing no
exercise than those from higher socio-economic
communities.

For too long, people with the most to gain from being
active have been the least able to take part. As a result of
the huge discrepancy that 2020 has caused, and the
inequalities it’s reinforced or even exacerbated our drive to
confront these inequalities head on in stronger than ever.



'Places to Play': 2020/21 Highlights 

'Places to Play': Goalposts and Playing Fields

THANK YOU OUR 2020/2021 PROGRAMME PARTNERS & ALL OUR SUPPORTERS

Sports clubs in Wales' Coalfield Communities are faced with demanding financial and social
challenges, often preventing them from developing into inclusive hubs at the heart of their
communities. A great deal of what was built a century ago continues to form both the basis
of everyday recreation and the lower levels of sporting competition. The appearance of
these places has changed in the sense that pavilions and stands have been refurbished,
rebuilt or demolished but the essential characteristics of the field, the ground, the green,
the wicket as a sporting place remain the same.

The variety of what we see in our line of work is remarkable and tells us much about the
Coalfields’ rich past.  For example, laid out on a small parcel of land opposite the Albion
Colliery, Cilfynydd welfare ground provided a playing field and children's playground when
it opened in the summer of 1925.  The swings and other playing facilities have since been
removed and the ground is used today exclusively for sport.  The colliery closed in 1966 and
become the site of Pontypridd High School.   So the place where Cilfynydd F.C. under 8s kick
a ball around on a Sunday morning is to look upon a place that has been used continuously
for sport for much of the last 100 years.  It is more than a field - it is a civic space - a key
feature of community identity and of individual identity; the site where children of future
generations will score their first goal, the ground where the side wins the local league, the
place where a child will learn to ride a bike. 

Evolution and change is, then, at the heart of what regeneration is all about. These 'places
to play' that lie in the heart of every Welsh Coalfield Community cut to the core of what
Game On Wales and The Trust strives to champion and strengthen. 

The past year has been like no other, but Game On Wales and The Coalfields Regeneration
Trusty is confident and determined to emerge from the pandemic stronger than ever. 

We safeguard and improve 'play to play' community facilities. We do this by supporting the volunteers at community
clubs like:

Gelligalaed Community Action Group that are fundraising to create a new multi-use games area at the
Welfare Park.  A recreational site laid out in the 1920's on the basis of grants from the Miners' Welfare Fund.  
Aber Valley F.C. that are transforming under-utilised pitches at Senghenhydd Miners Welfare Field. A recreational
site opened in 1925, laid out on the basis of grants from the Miners' Welfare Fund and maintained through
contributions from the local workforce.
Nantyglo F.C. that secured £35,000 for pitch improvement work at Duffryn Park post Community Asset Transfer.  A
recreational facility opened in 1932 thanks to the Miner's Welfare Fund. 
In North Wales, Llay Miners Welfare & Rhostyllen F.C. that collectively secured more than £100,000 from Sport Wales
to create 2 new 3G 'places to play'. 
Cefn Cribwr Athletic Club secure nearly £160,000 from Bridgend CBC to improve facilities at Cae Gof - a recreation
facility created for public in 1958.
Neath Tennis Community Tennis Club (Tennis Wales Community Club of the Year) to rejuvenate derelict tennis
courts at Dyfed Road, Neath (first established in 1888). 
Blaeanvon F.C., Wyndham Bowls Club, Cefn Cribwr F.C., Bettws F.C., Ynyshir Albion F.C., & Brackla R.F.C. that
safeguard members and volunteer through incorporation. 
Llangeinor F.C. & Llangywydd Rangers F.C. that created new football development plans and supported the skills
development of individual coaches.
Hwb Torfaen that bolstered their business case in order secure second phase Big Lottery funding post Community
Asset Transfer. 


