
BRUCEFIELD
COMMUNITY 
ACTION PLAN
2020 - 2025



Brucefield Community Action Plan 2020-20252

CONTENTS

Introduction
Our Community 
Now

A Shared Vision for 
Our Community

Our Likes Our Dislikes
From Our Kids’ 
Perspective

THEME 1: 
Community 
Safety

THEME 2:  
The Environment

THEME 3: 
Community 
Facilities and 
Activities

Early Actions 
Funded through the 
Participatory Budget

Making the Links 
to Community 
Planning Making it happen

1 2 4

5 6 7

8 9 10

11 11 12



Brucefield Community Action Plan 2020-2025 1

INTRODUCTION
Coalfields Community Futures

The Coalfields Community Futures Programme is an approach to local 
community planning and sustainable community development that aims 
to encourage active citizenship and build local democracy.  It enables 
communities to devise a community action plan which makes a case for the 
things that the community thinks are important and wishes to make happen.
The process builds on existing processes of community action research to identify local needs and priorities, 
using residents as co-researchers.  We work with local residents and groups to develop a common sense of 
purpose and assist them to produce a deliverable community action plan.

To support the action planning process the community receive a Participatory Budget of £20,000 which is 
available to local constituted community or voluntary groups for soon, seen and successful projects.

This budget enables the community to fund small projects that are identified by the community through the 
results of the household surveys, stakeholder interviews and the community open event.

Brucefield Community Action Plan
The plan summarises community views and information about:

• Our community now

• Our shared Vision for Brucefield

• Priority themes and actions

• Making the links to Community Planning

The Steering Group brought together representatives from the local community, Brucefield Tenants & 
Residents Association, Dunfermline Central Mosque, St Leonards Church and the Brucefield Youth 
Organisation.

Thank you to everyone who took part in helping Brucefield plan for a bright future!

50 
Community Household 
Surveys were returned 

representing the views of 
over 150 residents.

50
people attended the 
Community Futures  

Voting Event.
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Location 
The community of Brucefield is situated in 
Central Dunfermline. The postcode is within 
the Dunfermline Central ward/electoral division, 
which is in the UK Parliamentary Constituency of 
Dunfermline and West Fife. The Scottish Parliament 
constituency is Dunfermline.

Population
The total population of Brucefield is 6,255 with a 
working population of 3,985, 1,145 over 65’s 
and 1,125 young people aged between 0-15 
years of age.

(Source: Mid-Year Estimates (ONS) 2017)

Housing
Brucefield has a range of different housing including 
detached, semi-detached, terraced and flats/
apartments. 67% of housing is owner occupied 
with 18.4% being council/housing association 
tenants, according to the 2011 census. The total 
number of home units are approximately 2,230.

Source: Census 2011

Health & Care
The area of Brucefield has access to 3 local GP 
surgeries and 3 pharmacists, however if residents 
require more serious medical attention the main 
hospital is Victoria Hospital in Kirkcaldy. The Queen 
Margaret hospital is open but only for day patients 
and minor injuries. At the time of the last Census, 
20.2% of all people in Brucefield are living with a 
life limiting long term illness. The figure for Scotland 
as a whole is lower at 19.6%.
Source: Census 2011

Education and Childcare
There are a range of primary schools where parents 
can enrol their children; Commercial Primary School, 
Pitreavie Primary School, Touch Primary School, St 
Leonards Primary School and St Margaret’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School. There is a breakfast club 
every school day in every primary school apart from 
St Leonards.  There is also Nursery’s for pre-school 
children in the local schools. 

OUR COMMUNITY NOW
After-school clubs are run in all primary schools 
covering a range of different activities like Karate 
and Football clubs.  There are also private child 
minders operating in the Brucefield area and a 
Parent & Toddlers’ Group which runs every Tuesday 
from 9.30am – 11.30am in St Leonards Church.

There is also a choice of local secondary education: 
St Columbus High School, Dunfermline High School 
and Woodmill High School.

At the time of the last Census, 24.4% of people 
living in Brucefield had no qualifications, which is 
slightly lower than Scotland as a whole at 26.8% 

Source: Census 2011

Community Activities and Facilities
There is an active Brucefield Tenants & Residents 
Association which meets regularly and welcomes 
new members all year round. The TRA also host 
bingo nights fortnightly on a Tuesday from 7pm – 
9pm in the Dell Farquharson Centre. There are not 
a lot of local Brucefield clubs which operate directly 
in Brucefield however there are many activities just 
outside of the area. The local schools have many 
activities and clubs running with Dunfermline High 
School even hiring out meeting rooms. Activities 
such as; music lessons, language lessons and 
exercise clubs exist within Dunfermline High School 
however transport back from clubs and activities to 
Brucefield is difficult. Brucefield Youth Organisation 
runs a kids club from 6-8pm on a Friday night, 
the club is primarily for children of primary school 
age. They also run a Basketball club from 8-9pm 
on Friday nights and is primarily for children of 
high school age. Both are run in Dunfermline High 
School. The Dell Farquharson Community Centre 
offers meeting rooms and space for groups and is 
open 8.30am – 10pm Monday to Friday and closed 
Sundays. The centre is well used all year round 
making it difficult to book. Dunfermline Central 
Mosque also offers community room space when 
required. For outdoor play there are 3 small play 
parks; The Rex Park, St Leonards Playing Fields 
and Whirlbutt Park, however all do need upgrading 
and there is an all-weather pitch and grass pitches 
for community use. There are 5 churches in and 
around Brucefield area; St Leonards Church, Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, Latter Day Saints 
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Church, St Leonards Parish Church, Hospital Hill 
Gospel Hall, Seventh Day Adventist Church and the 
Dunfermline Central  Mosque.

Traffic & Transport
With its proximity to the motorway (M90) and the 
main town centre, local roads have become very 
busy with traffic, although there is a dual carriageway 
which now takes a lot of the traffic away. Brucefield 
has good transport links to other towns and cities 
with Edinburgh only being 30 minutes away by car. 
There are 2 very local train stations, Dunfermline 
Town Station and Dunfermline Queen Margaret 
station which offers services to Edinburgh and 
around Fife, however there are no direct services to 
the likes of Glasgow and Stirling. There are some 
good bus routes which run through Brucefield 
with the 19A and X55 covering areas in Fife and 
Edinburgh. There is the 87 bus every 1 hour and 20 
minutes from Izatt Avenue in to the Town Centre of 
Dunfermline however the bus stop can be a long 
walk for people as it is placed on the top of a hill.

Local Economy, Shops and Services
The community have a good choice of local shops 
and services in the area and close by. Asda, 
Scotmid, McColl’s and 3 Convenience Stores are in 
the area for members of the community to get their 
groceries; McColl’s also offers a Post Office service. 
There are a number of takeaways and fast food 
places, like Subway and Domino’s, in the area also 
for those who are looking for a quick bite to eat. 
The community also has access to a full time Royal 
Bank of Scotland, a petrol station, 3 hairdresser 
salons, 2 barbers and lots of local self-employed 
tradesman. There is a large retail park in Dunfermline 
which is only around 15 minutes by car and half an 
hour by bus, and includes plenty large retail chains 
and entertainment for the family.  At the time of the 
last Census 71.3% of people aged 16-73 were 
economically active with 43.5% of people in full 
time employment. This is higher than Scotland as a 
whole at 69%.

Source: Census 2011

Environment
For those who enjoy cycling and walking, Brucefield 
offers close access to the Lyne Burn Corridor. 
Working with their partners, Fife Council is 
undertaking a project that seeks to restore the Lyne 
Burn corridor. The project will focus on improving 
the local environment which will involve diverting 
a section of the burn to improve opportunities for 
wildlife habitat, creating walking and cycling routes 
through the area and improving the landscape. The 
area of Brucefield also has open space parks on their 
doorstep, one being the Glen which was awarded the 
Green Flag for being the best park in Scotland. The 
Glen attracts over 750,000 visitors each year and is 
well known for its play parks, history, and culture and 
its wildlife especially the resident peacocks.

Community Action Plan: Considerations 
Points to expand on include:

1. Play Parks
Analysis of the community surveys and stake 
holder interviews clearly displayed the concern for 
the local parks in Brucefield. Play provision is low 
for the Brucefield area with not a lot of things for 
young people to do which is why all 3 play parks 
being updated to suit all ages and abilities is a top 
priority for Brucefield. The young people should 
be involved in the project to allow them to engage 
and have their say in the design process. The 
community should also ensure to link in with the Fife 
Council Play Park Strategy to make the most of any 
opportunities available. Partnership working should 
also be implemented between the community 
and Fife Council to ensure the parks are also well 
maintained and looked after.

2. Community Hub 
Another key concern for the local community was 
the lack of community facilities for people and 
groups to meet and socialise in. People often thrive 
through social interaction and the enjoyable and 
fulfilling sharing of interests, skills, projects and 
recreation. Currently there is very limited access 
to existing community space. The community of 
Brucefield is in need a community facility which 
offers meeting spaces, storage spaces and 
potentially a community café.  



Brucefield Community Action Plan 2020-20254

A SHARED VISION FOR 
OUR COMMUNITY

Brucefield will:
 Be a community that takes pride in itself, with 

care and respect for others a top priority. 

 Organise and support as a community, seasonal 
events and activities that bring the community 
together and attract visitors in to the area.

 Look after its natural heritage and encourage 
everyone to contribute to a clean and tidy 
environment with lovely floral displays and benches.

 Have excellent local facilities that cater for 
all ages and activities including a thriving 
Community Hub which brings everyone together 
with a local Community Café operating inside.

4 Brucefield Community Action Plan 2020-2025

 Be an integrated community with opportunities 
for all to develop and learn from one another. 

 Support and cater for all age groups including 
local events, culture and activity groups. 

 Offer a positive local shopping experience with a 
variety of local businesses and retailers operating 
in the area.

 Have good access to transport links connecting 
the community with other communities and cities 
and to bring visitors in to the area. 
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Quotes taken from the survey: 

 I like that it is not too big and although 
I don’t know many people personally, I 
recognise the locals and they acknowledge 
me with a nod or smile. I think it is a good 
community to grow up in despite the lack 
of play facilities. It is ideally situated for 
park, shops and transport links.

 Good transport links, good local 
amenities such as shops, post office.

 I like that we have a few people from our 
community that want to improve things, we 
need more of us to help.

 It’s very active and supportive of all 
the different community groups within 
the wide community structure and very 
united.

 I like the feel of community, quite easy 
to make friends with the people around 
especially whilst walking the dog.

 It is a lovely place to live, people are 
friendly and it’s a great community.

25% 
WELL 

LOCATED 

29% 
ACCESS TO 
AMENITIES

68% 
COMMUNITY 

SPIRIT

11% 
LOCAL GROUPS 

& CLUBS

18% 
TRANSPORT 

LINKS

The results from the community survey show us what the people of Brucefield like.

What do you like about your community?

11% 
GREEN/OPEN 

SPACES

11% 
CLEAN 

ENVIRONMENT

OUR LIKES
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Quotes taken from the survey: 

 There is nowhere for our kids to play. The 
park is awful, there is nothing there and it is 
very old. Nothing has changed since I moved 
here in 1999. We need more for kids and a 
way to bring the community together. No 
one picks up dog poo either.

 I don’t like the state of the roads - either 
potholes or bumpy partial repairs.

 The lack of places for letting people know 
what is happening in the community.

 I don’t like that there are hardly any 
buses that come down to the bottom of 
Brucefield. Everyone has to walk to the top 
of the hill even the old people and people 
with disabilities.

 I don’t like the element of neglect 
such as the roads with its potholes, 
grass and trees not maintained and 
rubbish accumulating. It’s especially 
disappointing that more isn’t done to the 
Rex Park to use what could be a beautiful 
place for young and old locals to use. 
There is very little play equipment and in 
comparison with other local community 
parks such as Townhill, Limekilns etc. 
compares very poorly! Much more could 
be done to encourage biodiversity which 
could offer opportunities to learn as well 
as play.

The results from the community survey show us what the people of Brucefield dislike.

What do you not like about your community?

26% 
DOG FOULING

34% 
LACK OF COMMUNITY 

FACILITIES

23% 
LITTER

34% 
ANTISOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR

12% 
PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT

19% 
ROAD 

MAINTENANCE

23% 
LACK OF OPEN 
SPACES BEING 

UTILISED

12% 
LACK OF 

PRIDE

OUR DISLIKES
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FROM OUR KIDS PERSPECTIVE
Young people from the Friday Night Youth Club organised by the Brucefield 
Youth Organisation made their contribution to the Brucefield Coalfields 
Community Action Plan by completing their own questionnaire which asked 
questions like – Are you a member of a club? What do you like about living 
here? What do you dislike most about living here? What would you like to see 
happen here in the future?
Nineteen young people took part and the results give an insight to the thoughts and feelings of our young residents.

Their key concerns about the village include;

What they like most about living in the village include;

Out of the nineteen pupils surveyed, only 22% of the young people are involved in a group or club 
excluding the Friday Night Youth Club. 

Looking to the future the three most important issues for our young people are;

Dog  
Fouling

Lack of 
Community 

Facilities

Poor Outdoor 
Facilities

Community 
Spirit

Attending 
Activity 

Clubs in and 
around the 
Brucefield 

Area

The 
Environment

Upgrading 
the Local 

Parks

More 
Activities 

and Clubs in 
Brucefield

Developing 
Community 

Facilities
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These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards 
achieving in partnership with public agencies and other supporters.
Community safety is about helping communities to be and feel safe. It is important that you feel safe where 
you live, work or spend your leisure time. There are ways that you can get involved to help improve the 
safety of your own community.

THEME 1: COMMUNITY SAFETY

Better policing
 Work with Police Scotland to look at ways 

of improving local community policing 
and to explore ways to create a safer 
community for all ages.

 Investigate setting up a local Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme. 

Tackle drug & alcohol issues
 Work with local Health Centre’s and other 

agencies to find out who is delivering drug and 
alcohol support in the local area.

 Agree the best way forward to promote the 
support services available to local people.

Better road and pavement maintenance  
 Carry out a mapping exercise to identify 

priority road and pavement repairs.

 Work with Fife Council to create a suitable 
work schedule. 

Traffic calming measures 
 Work with Fife Council to explore enforcing 

20mph limits where necessary.

 Identify priority areas and work with Fife 
Council to investigate traffic calming measures 
that are fit for purpose.

Potential Partners 
 Fife Council - Safer Communities Team, 

Police Scotland, NHS & local GP’s, Transport 
Scotland, Local Community, Local Primary 
Schools, Local High Schools.

Brucefield Community Action Plan 2020-20258
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THEME 2: ENVIRONMENT
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards 
achieving in partnership with public agencies and other supporters
Access to woodland and good-quality green space with good path networks is important for the health 
and well-being of a community. This also relies on such key priorities as having adequate play and growing 
spaces, with people having a sense of place and a sense of pride. A community that is attractive and cared 
for, with local people taking responsibility for their actions on a day-to-day basis, is essential in helping 
maintain a clean and tidy environment for everyone to enjoy.

‘Clean up Brucefield’ litter picks 
 Carry out mapping exercise to identify 

priority areas.

 Encourage participation in regular litter-picks.

 Source funding for litter picking equipment.

 Encourage residents to report fly tipping to 
Fife Council.

Tackle dog fouling 
 Work with Fife Council Dog Warden service 

for support.

 Identify worst areas and where more bins 
are needed.

 Work with Fife Council to ensure bins are 
emptied regularly.

 Encourage residents to report dog fouling 
to Fife Council.

Make better use of open spaces e.g. 
a community garden or community 
allotments  
 Carry out a mapping exercise to identify 

suitable open spaces which could be used 
for community benefit.

 Carry out community engagement to 
investigate community interest in a 
community garden etc.

 Set up an Environmental Group to take the 
project forward.

 Identify funding streams to purchase 
equipment.

Protect and maintain the Lynburn 
 Work with Fife Council to explore ways 

of improving and maintaining the area of 
the Lynburn.

 Recruit volunteers to join the Environmental 
Group to carry out monthly or quarterly litter 
picks around the area to keep it tidy.

Enhance the local environment e.g. 
benches, flowers and planters 
 Carry out a mapping exercise to identify best 

place for benches, flowers and planters to 
improve the look of the environment.

 Identify funding streams to purchase the 
necessary equipment.

 Recruit volunteers from the community to 
maintain the floral displays.

 Explore ways of being involved in 
Beautiful Fife.

Potential Partners 
 Fife Council - Safer Communities Team, 

Greenspace Scotland, Local Community, Local 
Primary Schools, Local High Schools, Beautiful 
Fife, Tenants & Residents Association and 
Dunfermline Central Mosque.
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THEME 3: COMMUNITY  
FACILITIES & ACTIVITIES
These are the main strategies and priorities the community will work towards 
achieving in partnership with public agencies and other supporters
Building social capital is a key aspect of creating strong, resilient communities. Good quality community 
facilities that are fit for purpose with regular opportunities for communities to meet and share in activities and 
conversation, this is the glue that binds communities together.

More activities for older people 
 Carry out community engagement to identify 

what is needed to suit the older population in 
the community.

 Work with partners to secure funding and 
deliver necessary provisions.

 Promote any new & existing clubs or activities 
for older people.

More activities/clubs for young people 
 Carry out community engagement to identify 

what young people would like within the 
community.

 Work with Fife Council to explore ways of 
closing the gaps in youth provision. 

 Secure funding for sessional workers/
equipment for new youth groups and activities.

Upgrade the playpark to suit all ages and 
abilities  
 Carry out community engagement to identify 

what suits the needs & wants of all ages and 
abilities.

 Ensure community representatives are involved 
in the Fife Council Playpark Strategy.

 Identify funding streams for new equipment.

 Work with Fife Council to ensure there is an 
effective maintenance schedule for all parks/
outdoor recreational facilities.

Create a community hub within existing 
facilities 
 Identify the best suitable building (Community 

Asset Transfer of a building may be an option).

 Engage with the community for support and 
ideas on what services and activities they 
would like to see happen.

 Identify funding to cover costs.

 Promote widely to encourage the community 
and visitors to use the services and activities 
available.

Potential Partners 
 Fife Council, Local Community, Local Primary 

Schools, Dunfermline Central Mosque, Local 
High Schools, Friday Kid’s Club, Tenants 
& Residents Association and The Dell 
Farquharson Centre
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EARLY ACTIONS FUNDED 
THROUGH PARTICIPATORY 
BUDGET

Brucefield Tenants & Residents Association Brucefield For All

Friday Kids Club New Equipment

Friday Kids Club New Basketball Equipment

Pitreavie Primary School PTA Out of School Activities

St Leonards Primary School PTA Outdoor Equipment

Dunfermline Central Mosque Community Hub

MAKING THE LINKS TO 
COMMUNITY PLANNING
The Fife Community Plan sets out four high level outcomes with each Community Planning Partner agreeing 
to work together to achieve these. We see our community action plan as an opportunity to link in these 
outcomes and help make action to achieve major improvements in the quality of life for the people of 
Brucefield.

Fife Community Plan

High Level Outcomes

Brucefield Community

Action Plan Themes

Opportunities for All

Thriving Places

Inclusive Growth and Jobs

Community Led Services

Community Safety

The Environment

Community Facilities and Activities
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MAKING IT HAPPEN
This report summarises the findings of the Community Views Survey carried 
out in Brucefield during October 2019 - January 2020. 
The survey was carried out as part of the Coalfields Community Futures participatory process that informed 
the preparation of this five year community action plan. The voting event, which took the form of a family fun 
day in January, allowed the local community to review the results of the survey, make further comment on 
community issues and vote on which priorities were most important to them. The Participatory Budget from 
Coalfields Regeneration Trust of £20,000 has been used to help take forward local projects which support 
the key themes found in this action plan.

The Community Action Plan contains

Information on how to get involved or just be kept informed
The Brucefield Community Action Plan is not just for the few but for everyone, we hope you will read it, 
consider its content and help towards making it work by taking action where you are, in whatever way you can. 
If everyone did something positive for their community every day, then what a difference that would make!

Many thanks go to all those who took their time to share their views, to the volunteers and participants who 
made the Voting Day a great success. 

Thanks go to members of the community who contributed the photographs in this community action plan. 

To find out more information about the Brucefield Community Action Plan or to volunteer with any projects 
please contact the Brucefield Tenants & Residents Association by email – brucefieldtra@gmail.com

A summary 
of Brucefield 
Community 
Profile

Our main Likes 
and Dislikes 
expressed in 
the community 
survey

Our Vision 
Statement for 
Our Community

The main themes 
and priorities for 
taking action

The Participatory 
Budget projects 
that are helping 
kick start the 
Community 
Action Plan

Making the 
links between 
the Brucefield 
Community Action 
Plan outcomes 
and those of Fife 
Community Plan
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SAFER COMMUNITIES
Safer Communities provides a wide range of services across a range of subjects. We: 

• deal with Abandoned Vehicles, Fly Tipping, litter, Waste in Gardens, Pest Control, Dog Fouling, Stray 
and Dangerous Dogs and can provide support for such things as Community Clean Ups. Community 
Education is also provided on all these subjects.

• deal with Anti-Social Behaviour including noise complaints.

• carry out free home safety visits with advice for families with children under 5 years as well as vulnerable 
adults.

• provide free security advice visits for victims of domestic abuse.

• provide road safety advice and inputs to all groups ranging from doing child car seat checks, through 
courses for pre drivers, pass plus for new drivers, inputs for people who drive for work and inputs for 
groups of older road users.

We can be contacted on the following: 
Environmental Issues 
Tel: 013451 550022 (During Working Hours)

Environmental and Anti-Social Behaviour Issues
www.fife.gov.uk/reportit

Safety and Security visits
Tel: 03451 551503 (During Working Hours) / www.fife.org.uk/safetyvisit
Road Safety
Email: safercommunities.projectofficers@fife.gov.uk
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